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Bendix Radio Receiver RA10FA, four bands: 150 to 500 English LFF. Units. Tube line-up: two VR135 (high freq. 

Ke., 2.5 to 5 Me., 2.5 to 5 Me., 3 to 10 Mc. Complete triodes), two VR78 (diodes), four VR65A, Eddystone 

with AC power supply, less dial and speaker, ©17/10/- Butterfly Condenser, 1 uF. 1,000 v.w. Block Condenser, 
Genemotor 11-12 v. input at 3.8 Amp., output 480 v. 40 

SCR522 Transmitter Section, has two tested 832s, modu- Ma. Good assorted quantity of Resistors and Conene 

lator two 12A6s 2 2... ee Our Price £12/10/- ideal for wrecking, condition as new . ... .... £2 each © 

25 Watt Transmitter: Two stages, 6V6 tritet osc. into 807 Hammarlund plug-in coil units, contains two variable 

in final. Modulator, 6SJ7 speech amp. transformer condensers, coil formers, ete. Price .... .... .... .... £3/10/- 


coupled to pair of 6N%s in Class B. 30 watt “ABAC” 
Modulation Transformer, meter switched stages. Con- 
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i | i i G -i ils. e \ 
tained in black crackle cabinet. Uses plug-in coils Less Tub e Sp eci al—7 193 Ss. 54 je each A 


power supply and microphone. Smart appearance and 


eS 
merforms well 2.2.00. fee oe ce eects Re rae £25 

Se ee, New Meters—0-500 microamps. ....... ... Re «. £1/2/6 

WANTED TO BUY: New Meters—0-1 Ma. full scale, square type . .... 32/6 


9 or 18 volt input LF.F. Genemotors for 15/- each 
a 


New Meters—0-40 0-120 Ma., separate connection £1/2/6 


50 Watt Transmitter, English type W136. Line-up: VALVES. Tested, Out of Disposals Gear 


Straight osc. xtal and v.f.o. on Y Me. using 807 valve, , : 
buffer doubler stages uses 807 valve, into two 80%s in 5/- each—Bargain Price—CV6/7193, 6H6, 6SH7, 6B5. 
final. Modulator 6C8-635 into pair 80%s in Class ABI. 7/6 each—VR65, EF36. ~ 


AC power supply, 500 volt aside at 250 Ma. Contained zs = 
in two wooden cases. This set uses plug-in coils covering 10/- each—2X2, 6C8G, 6G6, 6J7G, 6K%, 6X5, 1246, 
40 and 20 metre bands .... 0... 0. ee £35 12AH7, 12SG7, 1255, 879, 1629, 9003, 954, 


955, 956, HY¥615. 


100 Watt Transmitter, rack and panel, three-stage, 10/- each—Metal: 6887, 12SJ7, 12SK7, 12SR7. 
operating on 6 metre band. Separate power supplies for 4 ) 


exciter and final stages. 50 watt modulator using 807s 10/- each—Specials (new): 6C6, EF50, OZ4. 


in Class AB1. Metered stages. Tried and proved, £40 10/- each—Locktal type: 7G7, 7Y4, 7E6, 748, 7W7, 7N7, 
: YA4, %F7, 1299, 1291, 1203A, 1201, 1ILA6, 
ASSORTED CRYSTALS AVAILABLE 1LD5, 1LN5, 28D7. 
IN AND OUT OF ALL BANDS , 12/6 each (new): 45, 6C4, GL7, 834. 
Kingsley FM Adaptor, 455 Ke. Transformer, Complete 15/- each—6SN7, 6SL7, 6AC7. 
ae lee aoc rae 20/- each—6J6 (new), American 807. 
New 24-volt Letch Ariel change-over Relays, ea. 21/- 50/- each—832. 
Relays, 24 volt, single contacta= 4-8 eee each 2/6 A large variety of 2 volt Battery Valves are also in stock. 


Packing Charge on all goods over 10 Ibs. in weight, 5/- extra. 
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EDITORIAL 


* 


Are the Defence Services Taking Full Advantage of the 


Trained Personnel Available from the 
Ranks of the Amateurs? 


Up to date, of the three Active 
Services—Navy, Army, and the 
Air Force—only the Air Force 
has submitted a scheme directly 
to our members and even that 
scheme does not appear to be 
receiving as much enthusiasm 
and push from official Service 
quarters as it merits. 

Many of our members served 
in the radar and communications 
branches of other arms of the 
Services during both world wars, 
and many of them—particularly 
the younger generation from the 
1939-45 war—are expressing 
their disappointment at the ab- 
sence of plans for them in the 
event of a third world war. 

In view of the fine war record 
the Amateur has rightly earned 
from his ability, so ably demon- 
strated in the past, to take over 
in the event of a National Emer- 
gency, the Services could have a 
resolute backbone of well trained 
personnel who would only re- 
quire relatively short training 
to fit themselves into Service 
routine. 


It is hoped that before long 
the “permanent careerist” atti- 
tude at present so evident in the 
Services will give way to a saner 
and more sober realisation of 
the true worth of the Amateur 
—his vast capacity for enthus- 
jiastic national service and his 
desire to take a keen interest in 
preparing for all eventualities. 


Why should he have to search 
vainly for an avenue to offer his 
services which should eagerly be 
sought by not only the three 
main arms of the Services, but 
also by Civilian Defence Organ- 
isations? 

America and England ‘have 
long since taken advantage -of 
this ready-made source of tech- 
nical personnel for the various 
branches of their military and 
civil organisations. It is hoped 
that the powers-that-be in Aus- 
tralia will grasp this advantage 
before it is too late. 


There will be no time to think 
about it afterwards! 
—FEDERAL EXECUTIVE. 
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BARGAINS 
FOR THE RADIO 
ENTHUSIAST! 


METER BARGAINS 


PICK-UP BARGAIN 


Trutrak Magnetic Pick-ups with curved counter balanced 
tone arm and offset head. Cut to only 14/11. 


tr English Moving Coil 2 inch scale 200 ohms per volt. Two models, 0-20 voit 
or 0-40 volt. Ideal for home lighting plants. Only 19/11. Cost of rescaling 
to any amperage from 0-5 Ma. to 0-50 amps. or voltage to 100 volts .... 18/6 


Sr OE Mas 2 “inehoscalesa:, ii ana. bases ane vier Mice as PO O/T 
* 
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Thermo Ammeters, complete with thermo couple, 0-2.5 amp. or 0-3 amp. 
% Pocket Dual Reading Meters, 0-20 volt, 0-200 volt. Complete with leads, 22/6 


x% Radiogram Cabinet 


@ Beautiful walnut 
piano finish, standard 
model, £13/19/-. 

@ Model with deep 
well for a _ record 


changer, £14/7/-. %e THE FERROCART 
we ENGLISH 104 Also available in 
CRYSTAL MIKES blonde finish, standard CRYSTAL SET 


model, £16/9/6. 
@ Model with deep §- * ; 
well for a _ record In streamlined Plastic Cabinet. 


104 Crystal Micro- 
phone with high fidel- 
ity crystal. As illus- 


trated. Price £5/19/6. eee = Gin cee Complete with English Head- 
4 DISPOSAL BARGAIN FeCoen pees surcharge for increas- || phones.. As illustrated, price only 
English Army Telephones, gener- ed Sales Tax. Country £6/14/2. 


and Interstate clients 


The new improved gramo add 18/- pack. charge. 


Record Rack, holds 25 
10-in. or 12-in. records. 
Complete with index card 
and gummed _identifica- 
tion numbers for records. 
Price, as illustrated, 22/6. 


ator type with bell. No batteries 
required. Five mile range. As 
illustrated. Complete, only 
£4/7/6. 


ke ELECTRIC 


Model to hold 56 records, CIGARETTE 
33/6: LIGHTER 
*& LF. BARGAIN The English Berli % BARGAIN 
Brand new genuine Lighter. Novel! TUNING 


Kingsley 455 Ke. LF. 
Transformers. As ill- 
ustrated, cut to only 
W/l1. 


Practical! Automat- UNL Se 
Tuning Condensers, 


ic! Price complete, two gang, reduced 
30/-. to 9/11. Three gang 
‘ reduced to 12/11. 


SPECIAL SNAP BARGAINS! 


%* Portable Leatherette Cabinets ... ... ... Cut to 9/11. 
& GOLDRING PORTABLE + BARGAIN % VER97 Cathode Ray Tubes ... ... ... .... ... Cut te 9/11. 
GRAMOPHONE FOUNDATION KIT x EM A ELEXIBUE' | ly Varge EF CO EDODSeaDicise Gb) Cnt: te. 19/11 


COUPLINGS 


Polystyrene insulated, 
sizes % x Va, or Ya x 
%. Price, as illus- 
trated, 3/11. 


A few more available! 
Bakelite cabinet, chassis, 
front mounting plate and 
dial assembly. As _ illus- 
trated, only 45/-. 


Acoustic type portable gramo- 
phone with double spring motor 
in leatherette covered carrying 
case. £16/10/-. Terms £3/10/- 
deposit, 5/- weekly. 


COUNTRY AND INTERSTATE CLIENTS PLEASE ADD 
FREIGHT OR POSTAGE. 


290 LONSDALE STREET, MELBOURNE Central 4311 
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Simple Krequency Meter For Amateur Bands 
BY DR. LEO H. McMAHON,* VK2AC 


An accurate Frequency Meter is a 
very handy instrument to have besides 
being prescribed by the regulations. 
Until the advent of the BC221 and its 
variations and the disposals 100 Ke. 
crystals, frequency meters in this 
country, for the most part, were not 
very accurate nor reliable. Even now, 
the 221 is not available to many and 
100 Ke. crystals have to be built into 
quite a bit of gear to make a good fre- 
quency meter. 100 Ke. crystals have 
bugs all of their own and are not the 
simple things to handle the books would 
have you think. 


The main points about a frequency 
meter are that it must be stable, its 
calibration must be accurate and _ its 
re-set stability must be reliable. The 
latter point is of great importance. 
What is the use of a frequency meter 
that will be accurately calibrated at one 
temperature and tomorrow at a different 
temperature will be up to two kilo- 
eycles out on 14 Mc. That is well within 
the bounds of possibility. 


A “Clapp” was built on 1.75 Mc., 
taking all precautions towards stability. 
Even so, the frequency measured at 14 
Mc. at any one setting varied up to 2 
Ke. at different temperatures. If any- 
body thinks that is unusual, let him 
listen to the v.f.o’s. in common use. A 
shift of a kilocycle on .14 Mc. in each 
over is about the rule. Before anybody 
challenges that statement let him listen 
to a few v.f.o’s. with a reliable stable 
meter before he is too rash in rushing 
to the defence of the common standard 
of stability. 


We have all been impressed by the 
stability of the BC set. It will stay for 
days tuned to the one station. This 
stability would be very handy on the 
Amateur bands. One means of getting 
this stability is to use the old flextal 
system. That is a low frequency oscilla- 
tor in conjunction with a high frequency 
erystal oscillator. That is the basis of 
the frequency meter here described. 


In this we haven’t to bother about 
balanced modulators to balance out the 
crystal frequency. The writer has had 
experience with valve balanced modu- 
lators and does not like them. At the 
point of balance 50 cycle a.c. modulation 
on the remaining carrier is present. It 
has been suggested that the only solu- 
tion is to use a dc. filament supply. 
How? I ask you! However, that is an- 
other story. In this case we need not 
bother about such refinements. More- 
over, the troubles that prohibit this unit 
being used as a control unit of a trans- 
mitter, namely the harmonics of the low 
frequency oscillator, can be turned to 
advantage to provide check points. 


A 6J5 is used as a Pierce oscillator 
on 6375 Ke. and a 6K8 oscillator and 
mixer to give output on 7000 to 7200 
Ke. It may be preferable to use the 6J5 
as the v.f.o. but the aim was to do it 
all with one tube. An attempt to make 
a Pierce oscillator, using the screen of 
the 6K8, failed because it was not 
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reliable enough. Maybe it could be done 
with a tuned circuit in the screen. The 
lazy way was used, hence a separate 
oscillator. 


The v.f.o. is a “Clapp” type covering 
625 Ke. to 825 Ke. This combination 
was used because the parts were on 
hand. Any combination to suit what 
you have can be worked out. The v.f.o. 
frequency is lower than that used in 
BC ‘sets using 455 Ke., even when tuned 
to*550Ke, 


No great pains were taken with the 
v.f.o. but its stability is very good. It 
gives a variation in re-set stability on 
7 Mc. of about 200 cycles. That is as 
would be expected. If used as the con- 
trolling oscillator, that 200 cycle varia- 
tion, when multiplied to 7 Mc., would 
represent a variation of about 2 Ke. and 
which as you will agree is quite an 
amount. . 


As with any frequency meter the con- 
denser and dial mechanism is of great 
importance. Look at them in the 221. 
The condenser the author uses is a 
standard b.c. condenser in conjunction 
with a standard aerial coil. The degree 
of accuracy to which you can read the 
meter depends on the dial. The better 


ec 
VARIABLE 


the dial, the better the result. With even 
the simplest dials, it is easy to measure 
to 1 Ke. on 7 Mc. 


In the v.f.o. 0.002 uF. condensers are 
used to increase the tuning range. With 
the “Clapp” v.f.o. the available tuning 
capacity is the resultant of the three 
condensers in series. If 0.001 uF. is used 
and a 500 pF. variable to make the 


sarithmetic easy, the maximum capacity 


is 250 pF. If you increase to 0.002 uF. 
then you get up to 333 pF. 


With the increased capacity the tube 
effects are lessened. When using a 6AC7 
in a “Clapp” circuit and 0.001 uF. con- 
densers, you may get a squéezing effect 
as you increase the tuning capacity. The 
cure for this is to increase the capacities 
to 0.002 uF. and so more loosely couple 
the tube. 


Some may be worried about using an 
oscillator in the b.c. range. However all 
b.c. sets do it and cross all b.c. stations 
higher than about 1,000 Ke. If you don’t 
believe it drive a car around using a 
car radio—see how many heterodynes 


you can pick up on the high frequency _ 


stations. Another point about the v.f.o. 
is that you can use the b.c. stations as 
frequency measuring points. 

The construction is quite simple. The 
valves used were those on hand. Use 


reasonable care with the v.f.o. and you 
will get stable results. The output on 
7 Mc. across the coil is about 3 volts. 
The method of coupling to the receiver 
has to be found experimentally. If suf- 
ficient output cannot be had at 14 or 
28 Mc. you may add an rf. amplifier or 
doubler, but remember you are using 
this as a frequency meter not as a 
driver. You have only to hear it not 
see it. 

The calibration of the unit may be 
done against any standard. The b.c. 
stations can be used as check points 
and it is often handy to increase the 
tuning range of the v.f.o. slightly to 
take in an extra b.c. station or two. 
Otherwise the unit must be calibrated 
from some known standard. It should 
not be too difficult to get the use of 
some standard to check against for the 
short time needed for the calibration. 


Besides the desired frequency for the 
unit you can also hear the harmonics 
of the v.f.o. as they fall in the band in 
question. At certain points these har- 
monics beat against the output fre- 
quency and give you check points. 
These check points can be calculated 
beforehand. 

Take the writer’s case 
where a crystal on 6375 Ke. 
is used. The formula being 
6375 + x = xy, where 6375 
is the crystal frequency, x 
is the v.f.o. frequency, and 
y is the number of the har- 
monic. In this example “y” 
has the values of 9, 10 and 
11. This gives check points 
at 7012.5 Ke., 70833 Ke. and 
and 7171% Ke. respectively. 
Together with two Sydney 
b.c. stations, this gives five 
check points in the 40 metre 
band. 

The harmonics are much weaker than 
the output frequency, some 30 db, and 
they also tune much more rapidly. 


All told, this is quite a simple fre- 
quency meter to get going. It does not 
cover the 80 metre band, but it does not 
take much ingenuity to see how it could 
be used to cover this band. This meter 
is recommended as a very simple means 
of getting an accurate frequency meter 
with the minimum of trouble and 
engineering difficulties. 

The plate coil of the 6K8 mixer con- 
tains 25 turns wound ©n #3” diameter 
former with 28 gauge enamel. 


+250V 


PHILIPS TO SUPPLY NEW 
A.B.C. TRANSMITTERS 


Transmitters for additional -A.B.C. 
stations in country areas throughout 
Australia have been ordered from Phil- 
ips Electrical Industries of Australia 
Pty. Limited. 

A total of 12 dual broadcast trans- 
mitters is involved, each with an out- 
put of 200 watts. It is anticipated that 
delivery of the complete 12 units will 
be made early next year, but that at 
least two will be delivered towards the 
end of this year. 
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Twenty-First Annual Federal Convention of W.LA. 


Federal Executive’s Annual Report 


PRESIDENT’S REPORT 


The activities of the Institute have been main- 
tained very satisfactorily throughout the year 
by all Divisions, and the Federal Council is 
indeed grateful to all Divisional Officers for 
their loyal support in their various departments. 

Membership throughout the Divisions has been 
maintained satisfactorily, and the financial 
stability of the Institute, as a whole, is very 
sound. 

In the Federal sphere, your Executive has 
been able to carry out the majority of the 
directives laid down for its attention at last 
year’s Convention. It is felt that you will 
realise that the Institute’s progress as a whole 
is due, in no small measure, to the policy laid 
down at each annual Convention, and conse- 
quently, the decisions reached at these confer- 
ences are of prime importance to the welfare 
of all members. 

Your Executive has continued to maintain 
cordial relations with the officers of the P.M.G’s. 
Department, and it is desired to remind mem- 
bers that the very friendly contact thus estab- 
lished has done much to facilitate favourable 
decisions on matters affecting Amateurs 
throughout the Commonwealth. 

Your Executive has also maintained close 
contact with the ILA.R.U. during the year, and 
items of International interest resulting from 
our discussions, have been published in -“‘Am- 
ateur Radio” from time to time. 

It is felt that all members will wish to join 
with your Executive in extending congratula- 
tions to the Editor and staff of ‘‘Amateur Radio” 
for their successful and untiring efforts in the 
production of an interesting and valuable con- 
tribution to the life of the Institute. Our thanks 
are also extended to the Victorian Division for 
its financial support in this venture. 

Congratulations are also extended to those 
Amateurs who rendered public service during 
emergency conditions, when normal means of 
communication were interrupted. The develop- 
ment of suitable equipment for this purpose 
presents an opportunity for considerable experi- 
mentation and originality. 

The Treasurer’s statement shows the present 
satisfactory state of Federal finances and our 
Treasurer is to be congratulated for his careful 
handling of the very considerable amount of 
work involved. 

The work of the Federal Secretary is deserv- 
ing of special mention, and he is due-to be 
thanked for the vast amount of effort expended 
by him in carrying out the duties of an honor- 
ary official which occupies so much of his 
leisure hours. 

The Federal Publicity Officer, the Federal QSL 
Bureau Manager, the Federal DX C.C. Man- 
ager and the Federal Traffic Manager have 
also done spendid work during the year, and 
our appreciation is extended to them. 

The faithful work of the Federal Vice-Presi- 
dent should not be overlooked, as he is a most 
reliable and conscientious member of the 
Executive. 

It is hoped that the year now before us will 
offer us a further opportunity to enjoy to the 
full those facilities now available to us as Am- 
ateurs, and it behoves us to do our utmost as 
individual members to strengthen and support 
the Institute in its activities., 


TREASURER’S REPORT 


It is my pleasure and duty to present for your 
approval revenue statements and a balance sheet 
embodying the financial transactions of the 
Federal members this year ending as at 28th 
February, 1951. This is an il-month period, 
brought about by the fact that Easter occurs 
approximately two-three weeks earlier than 
usual. 

The documents in your hands consist of the 
balance sheet, being a statement of our assets 
and liabilities; the statement of receipts and 
payments No. 1 and No. 2 accounts, and the 
statement of income and expenditure. These 
statements clearly define the financial position, 
and are rendered in detail as required by our 
Federal Constitution. 

You will note that we now have two accounts 
with the Commonwealth Bank, No. 1 Account 
or care of general receipts and expenditure, 
whilst No. 2 Account is devoted purely to Con- 
vention expenses. These two accounts are 
working smoothly, and satisfactorily cover our 
accounting needs. 

I think that a perusal of the figures will in- 
dicate that economy has been observed, and 
the balance of £212/10/8 at the Bank against 
No. 1 Account shows a sound position. The 
balance and details attached are therefore sub- 
mitted for your approval. 
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The budget for 1950 provides a reliable guide 
for our financial requirements for 1951, and on 
that experience I now submit Federal Execu- 
tive’s estimated budgeting for 1951. 


QS; Bureau en £10 0 0 
Printing and Stationery he 10 0 0 
Audit of Accounts Sade oes 10 0 0 
Trophies and Prizes 25 0 0 
Convention Minutes .. 20 0 0 
Petty" Casheie. a ae 15 0 0 
Convention Dinner ... ... 20 0 0 
Convention Expenses .... 150 0 0 
Entertaining Comte 00 
Contingencies .... 0 0 

0 0 


At this point I wish to advise that due to an 
impending change of address to a nearby coun- 
try district, it is necessary for me to leave the 
Federal Executive this year. Mr. George Man- 
ning has therefore been appointed my successor 
as Federal Treasurer, and I wish him well in 
his new responsibility. 

Finally, I would like to thank the Federal 
President and his officers and also all Divisional 
officers for their splendid co-operation during 
my four years of office. If I can be of further 
service within the new limits of my available 
time, I shall be only too pleased to serve in 
any capacity for the benefit of the Wireless 
Institute of Australia and its members. 


BALANCE SHEET AS AT 3lst DEC., 1950 


EGU SEES» 
Accumulated Fund .... ... Lys Leader ede (Oe: 
£321 5.7 
ASSETS ' 
Current Assets:— 
Cash at Bank .... 22. ... #187 8 11 
Certificates on hand ..., 30 0 0 
Badges on hand at cost 516 8 
Stationery on hand .. 3.0 0 
———————— £226 5 7 
Fixed Assets:— 
Eddystone S.W. Receiv. £60 0 0 


Trophy Rememb. Day 35 0 0 
— 95 0 0 


£321 5 7 


Moved S.A., seconded W.A.: ‘‘That the report 
be received.”—Carried. 

Moved N.S.W., sec. W.A.: ‘‘That the fixed as- 
sets be written down by 50 per cent. in the 
next annual balance sheet.’’—Carried. 

Moved Vic., sec. Qid.: “That the statement of 
assets and liabilities be received.’’—Carried. 

FEDERAL QSL BUREAU 


The Federal QSL Bureau functioned smoothly 
and efficiently for the period under review. 
No major difficulties were experienced and 
the co-operation received from the Federal 
Executive and particularly from the Federal 
Secretary was all that could be desired. 


Cards handled totalled 45,466. This total is 
again a reduction on that for the previous year. 
Comparative totals are: 1947-48 (peak year), 
71,868; 1948-49, 63,786; 1949-50, 56,822. Despite 
the increase in world Amateur population the 
steady decrease is attributable to the continued 
publicity given to the addresses of VK Div- 
isional Bureaux, and to the greatly increased 
circulation of the International Call Book. An- 
other contributing factor is the poor and irregu- 
lar conditions which prevailed during the past 
eight months on the main International DX 
bands—14 and 28 Mc., especially for contacts 
with North America from whence eminates a 
good percentage of QSL Bureau traffic. 

Due to the decline in traffic, costs for the 
year were approximately £1 less than the 
previous year, despite a further increase in 
postage rates of approximately 10 per cent. from 
December, 1950. However, due to the postage 
increases of the past two years, the true basis 
of costs—that is, cost of handling per 100 cards 
—continued to rise. For the year under review 
this cost shows as 3.6 pence per 100 cards as 
compared with 3.3 pence in 1949-50, 2.37 pence 
in 1948-49, and 2.24 pence in 1947-48. Despatches 
to the Victorian Bureau were again passed by 
hand due to the continued good work of VK3XM 
and VK30T. Their efforts in this regard repre- 
sent a real financial saving. 

All the Divisional Bureaux functioned well 
during the year, and, with the exception of the 
Queensland Division, all Divisional QSL Bureau 
personnel remained unchanged. In Queensland, 
the Inward Bureau was taken over by Jack 


Files, VK4JF, from Eric Lake, VK4EL, when 
the latter was transferred. The Outward Bur- 


‘eau for this Division was taken over by VK4RL, 


on the sad death of my old friend and reliable 
QSL officer, Bob Campbell, VK4RC, during the 
year. 

W.A.C. and W.B.E. applications handled dur- 
ing the year totalled 18. 

Items of interest to Divisional Managers and 
to Amateurs generally were published monthly 
in Federal QSL Bureau column in ‘Amateur 
Radio.” 

During the present year I will celebrate 20 
years of continuous service as QSL Manager 
for the W.I.A. During this period upwards of 
half a million cards have passed through this 
Bureau. 

Following is the balance sheet of the Bureau: 

Receipts 
By Credit Balance from 1949-50 £0 7.9 
» Advances from Federal Executive 710 0 


ole +9 
Expenditure 
To Postages on despatches to Div- 
isional Bureaux, W.A.C. corres- 
pondence, surcharged mail, and ~ 
general stationery Be desc alfa Sages) 
» Cash and Stamps on hand <2) 2020 
£717 9 


TRAFFIC MANAGER’S REPORT 


Twice weekly schedules have been satisfac- 
torily maintained during the past twelve months 
with the Divisional Traffic Managers: VK2ARE, 


VK4AW, VK5JT, VK6SA, and VK70M. - 


A total of 351 (377) contacts was made by the 
Federal Traffic Manager, VK3ZC, during the 
period. 

It was pleasing to note that with the increase 
of inward messages to 27 (18) the Divisions 
seem to be again realising the value of this 
channel. Outward messages totalled 25 (27) to 
a total of 72 (66) addresses. 

The figures in brackets are the comparative 
totals for the year 1949-50. 

VK3ZA kindly deputised during periods when 
VK3ZC was not available. 

In the 4% years since this net first commenced 
its post-war operations on the 22nd October, 
1946, VK3ZC has contacted Divisional traffic 
stations on a total of 1,640 occasions. 

The senior out-station (in more ways than 
one), VK5JT, leads with 352 contacts, VK6SA 
with 298 contacts, VK2ARE with 284 contacts, 
VK70M with 204 contacts, while VK4AW has 
76 contacts to his credit since taking over from 


VK4AG whose total was 99 contacts. —™ 


FEDERAL DX C.C. MANAGER’S REPORT 


I took over the job of DX C.C. Manager dur- 
ing September, 1950, and I present herewith a 
brief report on the activities of the DX Century 
Club, and the W.A.S. 50 Mc., during the past 
year. 

Firstly the DX Century Club. The following 
new members were listed for the year ending 


31st December, 1950: Phone 7, making a total 


of 18; C.w. 14, making a total of 34; Open 13, 
makings, a total of 43. The total membership 
is now 93. 

I sincerely hope that the ‘proposed standard 
DX record card’’ as presented as an appendix 
to the agenda of this Convention will be adopt- 
ed. Its adoption, to my mind, will be of great 
benefit to the DX C.C. Committee and to appli- 
cants for membership. I suggest it be used in 
a manner similar to that used by the “CQ” 
Magazine Awards Committee in recording the 
W.A.Z. progress totals. 

A number of members and applicants have 
been forwarding their cards without including 
the return registered postage. I have had this 
matter publicised in the magazine and over the 
official W.I.A. broadcast, and hope that in future 
members and applicants will include postage, 
thereby saving the Institute considerable ex- 
pense over the year and considerable inconven- 
ience to the Committee. 

Secondly, W.A.S. 50 Mc. The checking of 
ecards and the issue of certificates has proceeded 
smoothly over the year, ten applicants having 
qualified for this award. A special gold star 
has been issued to each applicant claiming an 
additional country worked on this band. 

During the year regular schedules were kept 
with W1IDX of the A.R.R.L. though poor con- 
ditions on the DX bands have prevented con- 
tacts at the schedule times over the past few 
weeks. 

Schedules are also being arranged with the 
R.S.G.B. and the N.Z.A.R.T, These contacts 
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are mainly for the purpose of checking altera- 
tions to the DX lists and the record of doubtful 
DX stations, etc. 


This report is brief, but I trust I have given 
the Convention some useful information on how 
this section of the Federal organisation is 
functioning and progressing. 


Moved Tas., sec. Vic.: “That the reports as 
read be received.—Carried. 


Moved W.A., sec. Qld.: “That a letter of 
appreciation be sent to Mr. R. E. Jones, VK3RJ, 


Federal QSL Manager, from this Convention and 
Federal Council for his twenty years of service 
to the W.I.A.”—Carried. 

Moved F.E., sec. S.A.: “That a letter be sent 
to Mr. J. Dobbyn, our old friend in the P.M.G’s. 
Department. He had an unfortunate accident 
recently and has been in the hospital for some 
weeks. We might express our regrets at his 
having met with the accident.”’—Carried. 

Moved Vic., sec. W.A.: “That the minutes of 
the Twentieth Annual Federal Convention be 
adopted.’”’—Carried. 


Minutes of the Convention 


AGENDA ITEMS 


1. Moved N.S.W., sec. S.A.: “That in view of 
the increased cost of postage, the matter of 
a uniform charge for the handling of both 
internal and external QSL cards be discussed 
and determined.”’ After discussion, it was agreed 
that the policy book covered the situation.— 
Carried. 

2. Moved N.S.W., sec. W.A.: “That at the 
conclusion of the Convention business, an open 
session be declared for an exchange of views 
between delegates on matters concerning Am- 
ateur Radio.’’—Carried. 

3. Moved N.S.W., sec. Tas.: “That the Con- 
vention should sit on Easter Sunday if there 
is any business unfinished at the conclusion of 
the Saturday session.’’—Carried. 

4. Moved Vic., sec. W.A.: “That the co-opera- 
tion of other States be sought in making greater 
use of the higher frequency ends of the six 
and two metre bands.’”’—Carried. 

5. This item was withdrawn by the Queens- 
land delegate in view of action already taken 
by Federal Executive. 

6. Moved S.A., sec. W.A.: “That the Conven- 
tion in future be held every second year, the 
next in 1953.”—Lost. 

7. Moved S.A., sec. Vic.: “That the matter of 
electrical interference elimination be pressed 
by Federal Executive with the Postmaster Gen- 
eral’s Department with a view to having some 
uniform law passed as in the United Kingdom 
to suppress such interference with reception 
of radio signals.’—Carried. 


8. Moved W.A., sec. S.A.: “That Sydney be 
the venue of the 1952 Annual Federal Conven- 
tion.”—Carried. 

9. Moved W.A., sec. S.A.: “That Federal Ex- 
ecutive should clarify to the Federal Council 
assembled at the Convention the relationship 
of the Handbook for the Guidance of Amateur 
Operators with the Wireless Telegraphy Act.’— 
Carried. 

Federal Executive produced copies of the 
Wireless Telegraphy Act and Statutory Rules, 
and: amplified the relationship between these 
documents and the Handbook for the Guidance 
of Operators’ of Amateur Wireless Stations to 
the satisfaction of the assembly. 

10. Moved W.A., sec. Vic.: ‘‘That any person 
eligible for membership in any grade residing 
in a Division can become a member of that 
Division only.’’—Carried. 


11. Moved N.S.W., sec. S.A.: “That the loca- 
tion of Federal Executive for 1951-52 be in 
N.S.W.”’—Lost. 

12. Moved F.E., sec. W.A.: “That the contents 
of the Institute’s Policy Book be reviewed at 
each Convention to preserve continuity of Fed- 
eral policy.”—Carried. 

12a. (Motion arising from review of Policy 
Book) Moved N.S.W., sec. F.E.: “That a recom- 
mendation be made by the South Australian 
Division to Federal Executive concerning the 
appropriate recipient of the W.A.S. Trophy.’’— 
Carried. 5 

The Policy Book was read in its entirety and 
certain redundancies removed of which Federal 
Executive was to officially notify to Divisional 
Councillors in due course. The suggestion was 
agreed to that in future the Policy Book re- 
vision be No. 1 item on the agenda. 


13. Moved F.E., sec. W.A.: ‘That Federal Ex- 
ecutive receive details from time to time from 
all Divisions of any event of an historical nature 
regarding Amateur Radio, and that Federal 
Executive file these in chronological order to 
assist in the compilation of a ‘History of Am- 
ateur Radio’ at some future date.”—Carried. 

14. Moved F.E., sec. N.S.W.: “That the draft 
standard membership application form be 
adopted by all Divisions.”—Carried. 

13. Moved F.E., sec. Qld.: “That an emergency 
traffic signal be chosen from the following sub- 
mitted signals to comply with agenda item 40 
from the 1950 Convention, and that the signal 
so chosen be submitted to the P.M.G’s. Depart- 
ment for approval and if approved given wide 
publicity throughout the Amateur licensees of 
the world.” “EMTRAF” for phone use; “EM- 
TRA” for c.w. use. ‘Distress Network Traffic” 
for phone; “DNT” for c.w. 

Amendment, moved N.S.W., sec. S.A.: “That 
as an emergency traffic signal to comply with 
agenda item 40 from the 1950 Convention for 
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phone use, “Emergency Traffic,’ and for tele- 
graphy, “QRRR.’—Carried. 

The amendment became the motion and was 
carried. 

16. Moved F.E., sec. Tas.: “That the deroga- 
tory publicity given Amateurs in the press 
during 1950 be discussed with a view to impress- 
ing every Division with the necessity to main- 
tain control over the activities of its members 
by constant policing of their knowledge of the 
Regulations and good operating procedure.”— 
Carried. 

17. Federal Executive withdrew this item in 
favour of amendment. 

Amendment, moved N.S.W., sec. Vic.: “That 
the Federal Executive prepare a plan for a war- 
time emergency network within the Institute if 
possible using portions of the 50, 144, 576, and 
possibly 28 Mc. bands with a view to having 
these frequencies retained for use of the net- 
work in time of war and that this plan should 
be discussed as soon as possible with the Post- 
master General and the Director of Civil De- 
fence.”’—Carried. 

18. Moved W.A., sec. Tas.: ‘That the pages of 
‘Amateur Radio’ be made more open for pub- 
lication of letters over members’ signatures deal- 
ing with matters of general interest to Amateur 
Radio.”—Carried. 

At this stage the Chairman adjourned the 
Convention to enable the Delegates to discuss 
with the Editor matters relative to the magazine. 

19. Moved F.E., sec. W.A.: “That the Federal 
Executive be directed to take the necessary 
action to amend item 21 of the Federal Consti- 
tion of the Wireless Institute of Australia as 
amended 1947 by deleting the words ‘within 60 
days immediately preceding’ and inserting in 
lieu thereof ‘60 days prior to’.’—Carried. 

20. Moved N.S.W., sec. S.A.: “That the uni- 
form Divisional constitution be discussed with 
-a_view to the finalisation of the draft if pos- 
sible.”’—Carried. 

20a. Moved N.S.W., sec. S.A.: “That draft No. 
2 of the Uniform Divisional Constitution be 
submitted to the Divisions for ratification by 
their members.’’—Carried. 

21. Moved Qld.: “That Federal Executive be 
instructed to approach the P.M.G’s. Department 
on the matter of frequency meters, pointing 
out that a properly constructed and calibrated 
absorption type meter is more useful and fool- 
proof than the heterodyne meter owing to the 
fact that it gives a visual indication, is not sub- 
ject to spurious responses, and is also much 
cheaper and more likely to be used properly.” 
—The motion lapsed for want of a seconder. 

22, The Queensland delegate withdrew this 
item in view of item 21 lapsing for want of 
a seconder. 

23. The Queensland delegate withdrew this 
item in view of the factual explanation given 
by the Chairman. 

24, Moved S.A., sec. Qld.: “That the matter 
of Commercial Stations in the Amateur Bands 
be_discussed.”’—Carried. 

This item was discussed and the Chairman 
gave the assembly assurance that every report 
sent in by the official Divisional listener was 
forwarded to the Wireless Branch of the Post- 
master General’s Department where a_ sizable 
file was already in evidence. He further indi- 
cated that little could be done by the Australian 
administration until such time as the Atlantic 
City findings came into force. 

25. Moved W.A., sec. S.A.: “That the minimum 
age limit for the granting of the A.O.C.P. and 
the Amateur license be 16 years.—Carried. 


26. Moved F.E., sec. S.A.: ‘“‘That Federal Ex- 
ecutive approach the P.M.G’s. Department with 
a view to requesting that future A.O.C.P. ex- 
aminations be conducted in the form of a ‘quiz’ 
as adopted in New Zealand.’—Carried. 


27. Moved Qld., sec. Vic.: “That an Australian 
award of International standing be established, 
the award to be called W.A.A.S.—meaning 
‘Worked All Australian States’.”—Carried. 

The Chairman indicated that with the ac- 
quiescence of the Queensland Division, Federal 
Executive would co-opt a sub-committee from 
that Division to formulate a detailed set of 
rules for submission to Federal Council. 

28. Moved Tas., sec. W.A.: ‘‘That Tasmania be 
granted separate country status.’—Lost. 

29. Moved S.A., sec. W.A.: ‘“‘That the DX C.C. 
be discussed.”—Carried. A discussion took place. 


30. Moved F.E., sec. Vic.: ‘‘That a standard 
DX C.C. form be adopted for use by each 
licensed Amateur claiming DX C.C., the form 
to be made available to applicants at a cost not 
exceeding sixpence (6d.) and that the DX C.C. 
rules as adopted at the 1950 Convention be 
amended to incorporate this form.’’—Carried. 

31. Moved N.S.W.: ‘That Federal Executive 
be censured for its failure to run the Ross A. 
Hull Memorial Trophy V.H.F. Contest.’’—The 
motion lapsed for want of a seconder. 

32. Moved N.S.W., sec. W.A.: “That the VK- 
ZL Contest for 1951 be conducted by the N.S.W. 
Division on behalf of Federal Executive, this 
Contest to be known as the VK-ZL 1951 Jubilee 
Contest.””—Carried. 

33. Moved N.S.W., sec. W.A.: “That Federal 
Executive co-opt the New South Wales Div- 
isional Contest Committee to function as the 
Federal Contest Committee for the year 1951- 
52.”*—-Carried. 

34. The Queensland delegate withdrew this 
item in lieu of item 33. 

35. The Queensland delegate withdrew this 
item in view of the explanation given by the 
Secretary regarding previous correspondence 
between the I.A.R.U. and the Federal Executive 
of the Wireless Institute of Australia with refer- 
ence to this matter. 

36. This item was withdrawn by the South 
Australian delegate in view of the discussion 
arising out of item 32. 

37. Moved F.E., sec. W.A.: “That the request 
by the N.Z.A.R.T. that the W.I.A. include rules 
7 and 8 of the 1950 VK-ZL Contest in place of 
rules 8, 9 and 10 as included in the standard set 
of rules submitted to the 1950 Convention by 
the New South Wales Division with a view to 
standardising the rules between the two societies 
in_future.”—-Carried. 

37a. Moved N.S.W., sec. Tas.: “That the re- 
vised rules for the VK-ZL International DX 
Contest be attached to the minutes of the 
twenty-first Annual Federal Convention as an 
appendix.”’-—Carried. 

38. Moved §.A., sec. Qld.: “That the Northern 
Territory be classed as a separate area for 
Contest purposes in Australia.”—Carried, 

39. Moved S.A., sec. W.A.: “That the rules 
for the V.H.F. Contest be discussed.’’—Carried. 
A discussion took place. 

40. Moved F.E., sec. W.A.: ‘That the standard 
Contest Log Sheet be adopted for all Australian 
Contests and that no entry be accepted unless 
submitted on this form.’—Carried. 

41. Moved Tas., sec. W.A.: “That (a) The win- 
ning Division for the R.D. Trophy shall be de- 
cided by taking the average of the first six 
logs as at present and then adding to it a 
bonus arrived at by multiplying that average 
by the ratio of the valid logs submitted by 
that Division to the total of Amateur licensees 
in that Division at the time of the Contest. 
E.g., Total points equals:— 


Average Score | 1 plus Number of licensees 


in Division 

and (b) That the present scheme of graduated 
points for contacts between the various Div- 
isions be retained.’’—Carried. ' 

42. The South Australian delegate withdrew 
this item in view of item 41. 

43. The Western Australian delegate withdrew 
this item in view of item 41. 


44. Moved F.E., sec. W.A.: ‘That a special per 
capita levy of 6d. per member be made on 
Divisions to defray the cost of the purchase of 
a typewriter and filing cabinet for Federal Ex- 
ecutive records and correspondence.” 

After discussing the position of Federal finance 
with the Convention assembly, the Chairman 
said, ‘Federal Executive will withdraw the 
request for a special per capita levy of 6d. per 
member if the Convention will agree to the 
purchase of this equipment and be prepared 
to submit to’ the Divisions another call for 
assistance at a later stage if necessary.’ — 
Agreed. 

The motion as written was withdrawn. 


GENERAL BUSINESS 
All Divisions To Ratify. 


1. Moved N.S.W., sec. W.A.: “That the policy 
concerning the R.A.A.F. Wireless Reserve or 
any substitute plan be discussed and determ- 
ined.”—Carried. The matter was discussed at 
length. 

la. Moved N.S.W., sec. W.A.: “That the pol- 
icy of the Institute concerning co-operation with 
the Defence Forces be to encourage its members 
to actively participate in any official recruiting 
or defence plans.”—Carried. 

2. Moved N.S.W., sec. Vic.: “That Federal 
Executive investigate immediately the alleged 
imposition of 25 per cent. Sales Tax on Amat- 
eur transmitting equipment, and if necessary 
press to the highest possible authority for its 
removal.”’—Carried. 

The Chairman gave an assurance that this 
matter would be taken up with the correct 
authority in the strongest possible terms within 


(Continued on Page 7) 


Number of Logs ) 


Page 5 


NSW. North Coast Zone Easter Convention At Urunga, 1951 


REPORT* 


When a few Radio Amateurs of the North 
Coast Zone arranged a “get together” at Urunga 
three years ago, they little realised to what 
extent the idea would develop. The venture 
became an established annual event, and the 
Third Easter Convention at Urunga this year 
attracted over seventy-eight Amateurs from far 
and near. 


By noon on Good Friday, fifty Amateurs had 
registered and, when the list was closed, 
seventy-eight had completed the formality of 
registering. In this connection it should be 
remarked that a number of visitors did not 
register and anybody who attended and whose 
names do not appear in the list are requested 
to advise Hart 2JC so that the list may be 
completed for record purposes. 


List of registrations is as follows: 2APS and 
XYL, 2AXZ, 2EA, 2ACU, 2ZM, 2AVG, 2AHA, 
2XO and XYL, 2AOS, 2ADT, 2WQ, 2KR, 2PA 
and XYL, Mr. and Mrs. Honey, Colin Wall 
(associate), 2ASF, 2NX, 2AEY, harmonic David 
and J. Deller, 2WT and XYL, 2IS, B. Cross 
(associate), 30F, 2IT, 2YM, 2FP and XYL, 2ARJ 
and XYL, 2AJT, 4JU, 2ZC and XYL, 2XN and 
XYL, 2ZI1 (O.1.C. Radio, Sydney Police), G. 
Gibson (Cinesound Cameraman), 2AAB, 2ARF, 
Percy Sara (associate), 2DK and XYL, J. Ad- 
kins (associate), 2AMV and XYL, J. Patterson 
(associate), 2XP, N. Moody (associate), 2VU, 
H. McAuley (associate), 2GA, 2AOA and XYL, 
23C and XYL, 4GG, 2CN, 2UV, 2XY, 2ASJ, 
2YC, 2ABU and XYL, 2ASO, V. Webb (asso- 
ciate), 2AWG, 2AYE, 2AAP and XYL, 2UC, 
2YU and XYL. Last minute cancellations in- 
cluded 2WH, and 2LH and XYL. 


Friday was spent in a friendly get together 
fashion with much incidental rag-chewing—the 
focal points of interest being Crieff Retallick’s 
famous “Do-Me” shack and Hart Wall’s newly 
acquired ‘Yule Dhu” shack. By general consent 
and inclination the ladies and tea drinkers were 
ably entertained by Mrs. Wall at her home, 
the while the really thirsty souls slaked their 
dryness at the “‘Do-Me.” 

Those who had brought portable gear along 
for the contests were fully employed in testing 
and repairing the damages wrought by_trans- 
portation and the gear was inspected by the 
chaps. The ‘Do-Me” shack, as Official Head- 
quarters of the Convention, was a hive of 
activity and excitement. There was a constant 
buzz of conversation which increased in cres- 
cendo as each new arrival was greeted. Pos- 
sibly the busiest bee in the hive was Colin 
Wall who had the job of Registrar—in the 
absence of our Official Recorder, Bob 2MM-— 
and a glance at the list of visitors will confirm 
that for a single-man chore, Colin did a worthy 
job. 


Challender Remembrance Trophy 


*From Notes supplied by Hart Wall, VK2JC, 
and article in the Bellingen ‘“‘Courier-Sun” 
of 6th April, 1951. 
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Saturday maintained the promise of good 
weather and last minute touches to rigs were 
carried out. The main event set for Saturday 
was the Gerry Challender Remembrance Con- 
test which covered portable field operation on 
7 Mc. for three hours within eight miles of 
Urunga. Disparity in rigs was accounted for by 
a power input handicap. This event was won 
by Harold 2AHA with 140 points, closely fol- 
lowed by Jim 2ZC. It was particularly gratify- 
ing to see these two operators determine the 
home for the trophy since they were both 
closely associated with the late Gerry and they 
had made a joint decision that, if either of 
them won, then the replica of the trophy was 
to be presented to Gerry’s father and mother. 
A fine gesture which was truly appreciated by 
Mr. and Mrs. Cowan. The trophy which is 
illustrated here was donated by friends of the 
jate Gerry and it was found that, after the 
trophy had been purchased, a substantial amount 
of cash was on hand and this was forwarded to 
Gerry’s widow, Mrs. Lorna Challender, and her 
sons, Barry and Terry. 


Gleeson Trophy 


The list of contributors to the Challender Re- 
membrance Trophy is as follows: 2CM £10/0/6, 
2DK £2/1/6, 2GU £1/0/10, 2ZK £1, 2XO £1, 
2AER 10/-, 2YC 10/-, 2AEY 10/-, 2ASO 7/6, 
2APS £1/1/-, 2HC 10/-, 2GI 10/-, 2SW 5/-, 
4CZ £1, 2LH £1, 2AMV £2, 2PA £1, 2KZ 
10/-, 2ADT 5/-, 2ASJ 10/-, 2BZ 2/-, 2AYE £1, 
2CS 10/-, 2WT and Mrs. Watt £3/3/-, 2AWP 
£2/0/6, 2JC £1/1/-, 2ASE £1, 2ASF £1, 2DG 
10/6, 2NS 10/-, 2TH 10/-, 4XP £1/10/4, 2AEJ 
£1, 2AWS £2/1/6, 2AAP £1, 2ARY 10/6, 2QQ 
£1/0/6, 2ARA 10/-, 2WH £2, 2ZC £1/1/-, 2YL 
10/-, 2AHA 10/-, 2ANA 5/-, 2RA £2/2/-, 2XY 
10/-, 2XQ 5/-, Assoc. John Adkins £1; total 
donations £53/14/8, add Guessing Comp. for 
1,000 QSLs £16/7/-, making a grand total of 
£170/1/8. The cost of the Challender Trophy was 
£12/1/8, leaving a balance forwarded to Mrs. 
Challender of £58. 

The replica of the trophy was presented to 
the Convention by the N.S.W. Division of the 
Institute. 


Saturday evening saw the chaps assembled 
to wave our ladies off for a bus trip to Coffs 
Harbour where they were the guests of Jack 
2ADN to a picture show. The group then settled 
down to an important and informative lecture 
by Sergt. Bert Glasscock (VK2ZI), of the N.S.W. 
Police Department, on the pros and cons of 
establishing an emergency network in which 
Amateurs could co-operate fully with the Police 
Department. Reference was made to various 
systems of control now under consideration by 
the Committee of various interests involved. 
It is hoped that, at an early date, a statement 
fully outlining their proposals will be made 
available to “A.R.” 

Bert’s lecture was well received as it cleared 
up many points which had, up to this time, 
been rather mistily understood. 


BY DAVE EVANS, VK2AYE 


Mr. Ernie Crouch, Chief Engineer of 2NZ 
and 2GZ, gave a lecture on the new antenna at 
2GZ (Inverell) which, it was hoped, would see 
the end of fading on signals from that station. 


Jack 2ADT then described his turret-tuned 
receiver which tunes from 3.5 Mc. to 50 Mc. 
Jack went to some pains to point out the snags 
to be met and the way to overcome them. 


On the return of the ladies from Coffs Har- 
bour, refreshments and rag-chewing became the 
order of the evening and then commenced what 
must be voted the most successful show of the 
Convention—a truly ‘‘amateur” concert in which 
the ladies did a great part to maintain a high 
standard of entertainment until the ‘‘wee sma’ 
hours.” 

Sunday morning was a very pleasant occasion 
when, with the co-operation of the owners of 
fifteen or more launches, we were treated to a 
cruise to the beauty spots of the Lower Bel- 
linger including The Island. After lunch com- 
petitors lined up in readiness for the 144 Mc. 
hidden transmitter search. The Gleeson Trophy 
for this event was won by Harold 2AHA who 
ran the transmitter to earth in fifteen minutes. 
The replica of the trophy was donated by the 
N.S.W. Division. 

While their men were madly chasing the 
hidden transmitter, the YFs and XYLs were 
taking risks with 2JC’s atomic cocktails while 
they indulged in a dart throwing championship. 
This was won by Mrs. Macartney, XYL of 2DK. 
The ‘lucky number’ was drawn and the_re- 
cipients of the prizes were 2FP, Ernie and Mrs. 
Baker. In a voice recognition contest a num- 
ber of well-known Amateur voices were run 
off a wire recorder and the winner of the event 
was Mrs. Russell Watt, XYL of 2WT. 


At the “Do-Me’”’ shack, Percy and Mrs. Sara 
with Mrs. Huegill, entertained the ladies with 
a special viewing of the world famous quads. 
This privilege was appreciated by our women- 
folk and our thanks are due to Percy and Betty 
for their co-operation. As a matter of interest, 
Percy hopes to have his call sign soon, but it 
won’t be VK2QUAD although the quads will be 
featured on his QSL. 

The final contest of the Convention was the 
North Coast Scramble. Object: to work as 
many stations as possible within one hour; Con- 
ditions: any power input, any location, any fre- 
quency and no quarter given. John 2AMV, the 
winner of this event, made a good showing to 
prevent Harold 2AHA from getting a ‘‘hat trick” 
and carting all the trophies back to Newcastle. 


Sunday evening was given over to the usual 
annual social evening at which we were the 
hosts of the townspeople of Urunga. The school 
of Arts was packed to capacity long before the 
time of starting and extra chairs were imported 
from adjacent halls to seat the late-comers. Our 
good friend, Associate Ted Hamey, again at- 
tended to the projection of a series of 16 m.m. 
films which were well received. After a spot 
of community singing, Ivan 2IS conducted the 


United Radio Distributors Trophy 
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“Amateur Hour by Amateurs” and it was so 
appreciated that Ivan has been appointed Official 
Concert Committee for the 1952 Convention. 


Mr. M. Goldstein, President of the Shire 
Council, expressed the pleasure of the citizens 
of Urunga at having the company of the Radio 
Amateurs once again and assured us of a hearty 
welcome at all times. His remarks were en- 
dorsed by Mr. D. Foster, the Secretary of the 
Urunga Progress Association, in a happy little 
speech spiced with topical interests. 


On behalf of the Council and members of 
the New South Wales Division, Mr. J. Corbin 
2YC made a speech acknowledging the welcome 
and friendly relations which we enjoyed with 
the good folk of Urunga. Next event of the 
evening was the presentation of prizes by Con- 
vention Chairman Hart Wall 2JC and Conven- 
tion Organiser Crieff Retallick 2X0. At the 
conclusion of the prize giving a hearty vote of 
thanks was accorded to Crieff for the hard work 
which he put into the arranging of the Con- 
vention and the hope was expressed that next 
year’s Convention will be the biggest and best 
ever since Crieff has expressed a wish that the 
position of organiser for 1953 should be taken 
over by a younger man. 


Full list of prize winners is given here: Gerry 
Challender Remembrance Contest (Challender 
Trophy).—ist: 2AHA, Harold Whyte, replica of 
trophy and £2 cash prize; 2nd: 2ZC, Jim Cowan 
seope iron. 144 Mc. Hidden Transmitter Search 
(Gleeson Trophy).—lst: 2AHA, Harold Whyte, 
replica of trophy and £5 cash prize; 2nd: 2ZC, 
Jim Cowan, £1/1/-. North Coast Scramble 
(United Radio Distributors Trophy).—1st: 2AMV, 
John Meagher, replica of trophy and 500 QSL 
ecards; 2nd: 2ZC, Jim Cowan, 807; Longest Dis- 
tance worked: Harold Whyte, prize, packet of 
metal valves presented by Associate A. Nall. 
Champion Dart Thrower: Mrs. Macartney, pack 
of Canastra Cards. Ladies’ Lucky Number: Mrs. 
Ern Baker, Duchess Set presented by Mr. John 
Hall. Gent’s Lucky Number: Ern Baker, 2FP, 
500 QSL cards. Guessing weight of Bunch of 
Bananas: John Walker, 2GA. Ladies’ Recog- 
nition of Voices: Mrs. Russ. Watt, Pearl Neck- 
lace and Ear-rings. Fishing Competition: Ist, 
John Deller; 2nd, Colin Wall. Name of 2JC’s 
Shack: Jim Robinson, 2ARJ, name ‘Yule Dhu.” 
Ear Bashers’ Award 1950-51: Dave Evans, 2AYE. 
Longest Distance Travelled to Convention: 
Frank O’Dwyer 30F. Guessing Competition for 
1,000 QSL Cards: 2AGD, George Lee. 


The concert concluded at 10.30 p.m. to allow 
early travellers to get some much needed sleep 
before their long journey home the next day. 
Monday morning was occupied by a post-mortem 
meeting where many good ideas were passed 
along to Crieff, our Organiser, regarding im- 
provements for next year’s show. An outstand- 
ing suggestion was that we endeavour to 
charter a bus of the Interstate Tours type to 
bring Amateurs from Sydney and to pick up 
en route. If possible such a service may be 
extended to include VK3 and VK4, If sufficient 
inducement offers. Since the Convention Crieff 
(always on the ball) has contacted a Sydney 
Company who have expressed their willingness 
to co-operate fully and full details will be 
published in ‘‘A.R.”? as soon as possible. 


It will be realised that Conventions of this 
nature take a tremendous amount of organising 
and to Crieff Retallick and his good wife all 
participants extend a really heartfelt vote of 


POSITION VACANT 
Radio Serviceman 


Wanted 


Must be familiar with both 
Electric and Battery Sets. 


Married man preferred. New house 
available. Permanent position. 


Apply:— 


HARDINGE BROS. 


_ PTY. LTD. 


45-57 DIMBOOLA ROAD, 
HORSHAM, VIC. 
Phone 542. 
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thanks for their selfless efforts, particularly in 
view of the fact that Crieff’s health has been 
indifferent for some time past and the enormous 
expenditure of energy has not assisted him to 
maintain his usual perfect health. A debt of 
gratitude is also due to Perce Sara who has been 
Crieff’s right-hand man before and during the 
Convention. 


The Convention Committee desire to thank 
the following donors of trophies and prizes for 
the various events and, in doing so, also extend 
their thanks to all who assisted in any way to 
ensure the success and smooth-running of the 
Convention. Gleeson Bros., trophy for 144 Mc. 
Hidden Transmitter Search; United Radio Dis- 
tributors Pty. Ltd., trophy for North Coast 
Scramble; Friends of late Gerry Challender, 
trophy for Portable Field Operation; Ernie 
Ashley, 2ASE, for printing the programme and 
heterodyne, for donation of QSL .Cards and 
Pack of Canastra Cards; Nerm Moody, for cash 
donation and acting as Official Photographer; 
John Hall, donation of Duchess Set (hand work- 
ed); Dr. Hewitt, cash donation for prize in Chal- 
lender Contest; Percy and Mrs. Sara, Pearl Ear- 
rings and Necklace; Harry Powell, 2AYP, dona- 
tion of Scope Iron; Dave Evans, 2AYE, donation 
of 1,000 QSLs for Guessing Competition in aid 
of Challender Trophy Fund; Council and Mem- 
bers of N.S.W. Div. W.I.A., donation of replicas 
of all trophies; Jack Green and his Mother, for 
their help in the Sunday evening concert; The 
Unknown Young Laddie, for his entertaining 
session with the guitar and hill-billy songs; Bob 
Wolf and Dan Foster, for the use of their 
“shacks;” Mr. and Mrs. Daley, for the loan of 
their cottage; ‘Chick’? Macartney and Norm 
Moody, for services as Transport Officers; Jack 
Gerard, 2ADN, host to our ladiés at the Picture 
Night; Ted Hamey, for the bunches of bananas 
and putting on the 16 m.m. show; Jim Downie, 
for the ‘“‘weleome‘ cards; Nicholas Gleeson and 
Theo Cummings, our genial hosts at the Ocean 
View Hotel, without whose co-operation the 
Convention could never be successful. 


For the information of Sydney Amateurs, 
Messrs. John Martin Pty. Ltd. have the trophies 
on display in a special window show featuring 
Amateur Radio activities. A number of photo- 
graphs taken at Urunga are also on display and 
copies may be obtained by those interested. 


In conclusion, the Convention Committee de- 
sire to thank all who attended and ensured the 
success of the show and sincerely hope to meet 
them all again next Easter for Amateur Radio’s 
Best and Brightest Show. 


FEDERAL CONVENTION 


(Continued from Page 5) 


seven days of the conclusion of the Convention, 
and that a copy of all correspondence would be 
forwarded to Federal Councillors. 


3. Moved N.S.W., sec. Vic.: ‘‘That it be the 
policy of the Wireless Institute of Australia 
NOT to refuse any facilities granted by the 
Postmaster General.’’—Carried. 


4, Moved N.S.W., sec. S.A.: “That the Federal 
Council consider the latest figures concerning 
‘Amateur Radio’.’’—Carried. 


5. Moved F.E., sec. W.A.: ‘That Federal Ex- 
ecutive ‘be instructed to take the necessary 
action to amend Section 28 of the Federal Con- 
stitution by (a) Deleting the words ‘the Head- 
quarters’ in lines 3 and 4 and inserting the 
word ‘any’ in lieu thereof, and (b) Deleting 
the words ‘the Headquarters’ in line 7 and 
inserting the word ‘appropriate’ in lieu there- 
of.””—Carried. 


6. Moved Vic., sec. W.A.: “That Federal Ex- 
ecutive approach the Postmaster General’s De- 
partment with a view to allowing mobile opera- 
tion on a frequency of 29-30 Mc. as now allow- 
ed on the bands of 50 Mc. and above, such 
permission to be granted without applying to 
the Department.’’—The Victorian delegate with- 
drew this item with the agreement of his sec- 
onder in view of the explanation given by the 
Chairman. 


7. Moved Qld., sec. Tas.: “That the P.M.G’s. 
Department be approached with a view to 
permitting the postage rates on QSL cards as 
second-class mail matter (post card rates) so 
Jong as such cards bear only information con- 
eee cue contacts referred to on the cards,” 
—Carried. 


8. Moved N.S.W., sec. Vic.: “That the P.M.G’s. 
Department be asked to allocate the prefix VK8 
1D aeure resident in the Northern Territory.” 
—Carried. 


9. Moved F.E., sec. Vic.: “That Federal Ex- 
ecutive be authorised to purchase a typewriter 
and a filing cabinet for Federal Executive rec- 
ords and correspondence, the cost to be met 
from No. 1 account.”-—Carried. 
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Ross Hull Memorial Trophy 
Results of 50 Me. Contest, 1951 


Open Division 


(1) VK5QR .. ..... 3380 
(2) VK2ADT .. .. 2851 
(8)-VISBE .. ~ .. 25064 


Individual State Winners 


New South Wales—VK2ADT. 
Victoria—VK3IM. 
Queensland—VK4KK. 

South Australia—VK5QR. 
Western Australia—VK6DW. 
Tasmania—VK7LZ. 


New Zealand Winners 


(CD) GALPAS AIS exam eae A LIE 
(2) ZLIWW ...... 960 
(3) ZL2DS .... .. 420 


Low Dritt 
Crystals 


AMATEUR 
BANDS 


ACCURACY 0.02% OF 
STATED FREQUENCY 


3.5 Me. and 7 Me. 
Unmounted ..... £2 0 0 
Mounted .... .... £210 0 
12.5 and 14 Mc. Fundamental 


Crystals, “Low Drift,” 
Mounted only, £5. 


Spot Frequency Crystals 
Prices on Application. 


Regrinds £1 0 0 


THESE PRICES DO NOT 
INCLUDE SALES TAX. 


MAXWELL HOWDEN 


15 CLAREMONT CRES., 
CANTERBURY, E.7, 
VICTORIA 
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DX NOTES 


Overall, April has been my worst month for 
DX. Stations in the south do not seem to have 
fared so badly, judging by the stations I have 
heard them working or calling. ZLs also 
seemed to be doing OK. 


This month produced one of the greatest DX 
hunts that has been on for a long time, due 
to the efforts of CM9AA and KV4AA. CM9AA 
went over to Guadelope Island for approx.- 
mately 12 days to operate as FG7XA. KV4AA 
made an effort to tell all he could of the 
mission, with the result that after zero hour, 
hundreds of ears were listening for one thing, 
the call FG7XA. Nothing was heard on the 
band for a couple of days and one overseas 
station was heard to remark, ‘maybe he forgot 
his crystals.” Even KV4AA _ heard nothing. 
However on the 17th, he apparently showed up 
and was worked by some of the VK gang; just 
who I do not know as I was not on that night. 
VK9GW worked him one morning round 2000 
G.M.T., but there was no sign here. However, 
FG7XA appeared for a brief period on 24th, 
but the band suddenly gave out and he went 
with it. The following day he was audible 
from about 0630 G.M.T. and worked quite a 
few VK on c.w. and phone, although his phone 
signals were not audible here. From informa- 
tion heard on the band, there are apparently 
other stations signing the FG prefix. 2DG said 
he worked FGS8IP. 


The survey of the bands is not very satisfying 
this month. 3.5 Mc.—Haven’t been on this band 
to any extent and any visits were of no DX 
value. 2DG worked OA4EL there one night 
round 0900 G.M.T. 


7 Mc.—This band has fallen right away for 
DX and is confirmed by a contact with one or 
two DX stations that were worked in Europe 
and South Africa. W signals in the evenings 
have been very erratic and not consistent for 
two consecutive days. One evening G8CL was 
heard about 0730 G.M.T. 


DX C.C. LISTING 


PHONE 
Call No, Ctr. Call No. Ctr. 
VK3JD . . 1 155 VK4IP . . 8 114 
VK3EE . .10 154 VK3AWW .. 14 112 
WKGERU- 3... 2 147 VK4WJ .. ..17 104 
VK6KW .. . 4 145 VK2ADT .. ..13 102 
VK3BZ . . 3 141 VK2AHA .. .. 15 102 
VKGKS=o. = 9. 135 VK4WF ....16 101 
VK3LN . ..11 182 VK8GG . ..18 100 
VK4HR . .12 129 VK3IG . . 5 100 
WASGD De. 6.8126) s VAKSIE ©. 6 7, 100 
cw 
Call No, Ctr. Call No. Ctr. 
VK3BZ .. .. 6 183 VK3XK .. . 30 114 
VKSFH «. . 15° 160 VEIDA 3. 2 7, 113: 
VE4EL « «. 9 158 VKTLZ . ..17 (112 
VK2EO... .. 2 152 VK5BO . .. 33 116 
VK3CN . ... 1: 151 VK3JE .. .. 21 108 
VK6SA .. . 28 150 VK4RC . ..13 107 
VK2QL. .. 5 141 VK3YD .. .. 27 105 
VK3VW .. .. 4 140 VK5FH .... 31 105 
VESKB .. #10 138 #VK3JI .. «25 104 
VEKIBR =. 38 135 ~VK2YE —- 134 103 
VE2ZGW . ..16 132 VK3APA .. . 14 101 
VEGRU . .. 18 132° VIK3NC.... .. 19 i01 
VKSRX << 28 128 VE3CX 4.5 .. 26 101 
VK4RF...... 11° 125 VEZOA . .32) 101! 
VK3SEK . .. 3 122 VK7RK .. .. 22 100 
VK4DO ..... 20 117 VEKTLJ_.. .. 24 +100 
VK3UM . .12 116 VK2AEZ .. .. 35 100 
VK4FJ  . .. 29 115 
OPEN 

Call No. Ctr. Call No. Ctr. 
VK3BZ 4 202 VK3JA_.. .. 43 «114 
VEKGRU . . 8 179 VK2ADT .. .. 14 113 
WASCIEOR stow he ly} VEARG .. .. 21 110 
NASSISICS (ee ech salvat VK3ZB .. .. 34 110 
VK3KX 1 167 VK4WF .. .. 40 109 
WMIKGKW =<, 13) 165° “VK2ZC. .. =. 25 108 
VK2DI~ = .. 2-160 VEQYES =. 11 106 
VK3JE . .12 154 VK3JI.. .. 33 105 
VK4EL .. ..10 158 VK3AWN .. .. 36 105 
VK4KS... .. 24 149 VK2VN . ..18 104 
VK4DO. .. ..15 145 VK4UL.. .. 27 104 
VESMC .. 5 139° .VK6Py.. .. 44. 104 
VESOP 7. 201959137 VIECH Zo ol Te 103 
VK6DD .. .. 22 136 VKT7KB .. .. 30 103 
VK3LN.. .. 29 135 VK2TI.. .. 37 103 
WAS 5 232) 2130) VKSHO: =. 3.188 9108 
VK2ADE .. .. 28 133 VK6DX .. .. 42 103 
VK2AHA .... 9 128 VKTRK .. .. 31 102 
VK2AHM ....20 125 WVK4TY .. ..35 102 
VE2ZNS' = -2 16) 123) “VK2ACK .-) 6 100 
VEST  .* 41 117 VK2TG . . 39 100 
VK7LZ .. ..23 116 VK3AWW.... 45 100 
VES5SFL .. .. 26 116 


eed 


BY VK4QL 


Listings for the month are very few, even 
the usual VKs seem to have deserted this band. 
One or two ZS, ZS7D, CT1DJ, VQ2GW, DL4DN, 
2DG hooked VS9AM and CT2BS, 3FH worked 
VP5BS and FG7XA. 


14 Mc.—This band has been very patchy, at 
times high solar noise, but the Europeans have 
started to appear at the end of the month round 
2030 G.M.T., but extremely ‘erratic and hard to 
raise. On the 14th a minor opening appeared 
in the afternoon. One night a couple of stations 
were heard playing games with the commercial 
station in the band with the very chirpy and 
broad note. They were continually holding their 
bug on dits, and moving their v.f.o. back and 
forth over the commercial. A slice of luck 
happened with FB8ZZ one night. The band 
was _ in poor shape due to Solar noise, when 
FB8ZZ appeared. He disappeared again during 
the second over and was not heard again. Gave 
his QTH as Amsterdam Island. 4BG said 0600 
to 0800 G.M.T. has been OK for Europe in 
Maryborough, then dead for a few hours, but 
improving round 2000 G.M.T. 


2DG_ heard stations signing SL5CM and 
SLT7APL, and their QTH was given as Island 
of Gottland, and apparently is not a new 
country, being part of Sweden. Talking of new 
prefixes, ‘‘QST’’ says 9S4 prefix is not a new 
country, so if you have chalked it up as one, 
it’s bad luck. 


Listings for the month here are: KX6BI (Navy 
3234, F.P.O., ’Frisco), FG7XA, ZBIBS, ZB2L, 
CR9AF, FB8ZZ, VRIG, FYTYC, SUIAD (Cairo, 
QSL via A.R.R.L.), VP4LZ, LA8Q, HPI1DL, 
TI4MAR, ZD4AE, VP6CDI, VP6CS, UG6WD, 
UP2KBC, EISY, YS10, 9S4AL, EAS8AF. 


4BG_ woxrked/heard stations like EK1AO, 
MB9BJ, ZK1AB, PK6RC, KJ6AI, EA8AF, ZBIBS, 
VP6FO, VP6GJ, VP6SD, PY1GJ, ZC6UNJ, HS3L 
(which I think should be HH3L), VKIRB, 
and C3FA., 


2DG lists PJ5RE, FG8IP, VP8AI, FC3CD, and 
FG7XA. 2ANN landed I1NU/Trieste. 


28 Mc.—Have very little on this band. Any 
time I have listened the band has been mostly 
poor, or only the usual Pacific stations coming 
through. 


An interesting piece of information comes 
from KG6HU, on a matter I mentioned pre- 
viously, as to certain restrictions on Amateur 
operation in the Pacific area by the U.S. 
authorities. Stations lying west of 170 degrees 
long. are not permitted to operate on 3.5 Mc. 
Stations west of KG6 are not permitted to 
operate on 7 Me. This includes JA stations. 
All stations operating in the Pacific (U.S. 
bases) are registered by the U.S. Navy 
authorities. 


2PG, ex-1PG is now operating again, and 
asks all who are anxiously waiting his QSL, 
not to panic. All is under control and QSL’s 
will soon be on their way. These boys must 
have a colossal job making up the back log 
of cards. VK1IHV has done his. 


2ANN has now 98 countries confirmed; 2DG 
162, the latest being ZS3X and YI3ECU. 3CX 
has just built up his with cards from KJ6AI, 
VP4CO, VQ2GW, AR8AB, UB5BK, VRIA, VRIF 
and VKIHV. New ones worked this month 
have brought my total worked to 151 with 99 
confirmed, cards being from ZE3JO, YO2BC, 
ZS3K, CR7BC, 9S4AX and VKI1HV. 


Notes have been prepared a little early this 
month as I_ am having a spot of leave, so if 
any ‘gen’ does arrive this month too late, it 
will be included next month. 


My thanks to all those who have helped out 
this month with the material to make up 
some ‘‘gen’’, 


@ The thought for the month, is a suggestion 
that we all look at the T section of the RST 
code, and see that T9 means a pure note, not 
a rough one. Cheers till next month. 


a, 
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IONOSPHERIC PREDICTIONS 
FOR THE AMATEUR BANDS 


JUNE, 1951 


The accompanying charts have been prepared 
by the Ionospheric Prediction Service of the 
Commonwealth Observatory. The first set of 
the series was published in the November, 1948, 
issue of this magazine, together with an article 
explaining the nature of the forecasts and how 
to use them. Nine of the charts, prefixed by 
the letter ‘“C’ for Canberra, refer to forecasts 
for the South-Eastern Australian States. The 
remainder, prefixed by the letter “P” for Perth, 
are for Western Australia. 


The Canberra charts refer to the following 
world zones:— 


Zone Region Terminal 
1. Western Europe London 
2. Mediterranean Cairo 
3. N.-West America San Francisco 
3a. N.-East America New York 
4, Central America Barbados 
5. South Africa Capetown 
6. Far East Manila 


The forecasts have actually been prepared for 
point-to-point circuits between Canberra and 
the overseas terminals mentioned in the above 
table. It is, however, to be expected that the 
charts will provide an approximate indication 
of ionospheric conditions for all Amateur con- 
tacts from South Eastern Australia to the 
various world zones. 


The Perth charts are similar to those based 
on Canberra. No forecasts are given from Perth 
to Zones Z2 and Z4 for the current months, 
as chart P-Z2 would be essentially similar to 
chart P-Z1, while chart P-Z4 might be unreliable 
due to auroral activity in high northern 
latitudes. 


USE OF CHARTS 


All that is necessary in using the charts is to 
select a time (G.M.T.) during which a specified 
Amateur band frequency is below the maxi- 
mum usable frequency (m.u.f.) of the F region 
of the ionosphere but above the lowest useful 
frequency (l.u.f.) for the desired contact. In 
two cases, Zones 1 and 3a, it is necessary to 
consult both the short-route (S.R.) chart and 
the following long-route (L.R.) chart. 


The Prediction Service welcomes comments 
on the accuracy of its predictions. These should 
be forwarded through the W.I.A. 
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FIFTY MEGACYCLES AND ABOVE 


Compiled by J. K. RIDGWAY, VK3CR. 


50 Mc. news from the Darwin area comes in 
a letter from Bill Wright, VK5CN, who sends 
details of his plans for work on this band. 


Bill is at present running his 6 metre trans- 
mitter in parallel with his 80, 40, 20 and 10 
metre rigs and will continue to do so in addi- 
tion to running automatic transmission using 
m.c.w. The transmitter runs 35 watts to an 
807 and the two element beam is fixed on VK3. 
No receiving gear for 6 metres is at present 
available, but a crystal controlled converter is 
under construction and will be used in con- 
junction with an ART receiver. He has never 
operated on 6 before, so is a little in the dark 
as to what to expect from the band. The sta- 
tion frequency is 50.8 Mc. and will be heard 
signing VK5CN or VK5IR (who will take over 
operations when 5CN is not available). 


For those interested in contacting Bill per 
letter, his full address is: A4420, L.A.C. Wright, 
A. W. H., Signals Section, R.A.A.F. Station, 
Darwin, N.T. Good luck Bill. 


GENERAL N.S.W. V.H.F. NEWS 


The V.H.F. Section meeting was held on the 
6th April, being very well attended. Mr. Court 
Hean, of A.W.A., provided a most interesting 
lecture on V.H.F. and U.H.F. Antennae, using 
an epidiascope to illustrate the lecture. Mr. 
Hean explained the working of the Smith Chart 
Calculator which is used in conjunction with a 
measuring line to determine impedance and 
reactance in antenna design. He also stressed 


“= the importance of omni-directional arrays such 


as the turnstile and slot. At this meeting the 
recently elected officers took over and a vote 
of thanks was passed to the retiring officers. 


On 15th April, the field day was held, the 
weather being as near perfect as could be 
desired. Thirteen stations took the field and 
operated on 50, 144 and 576 Mc., although most 
of the equipment for the latter band broke down 


Ses and no contacts were made on 576 Mc. 


50 Me. W.AS. 


Certificate Additional 
Call Number Countries 


VK4RY 
VK2VW 
VK6DW 
VK4HR 
VK3PG 
VK3RR 
VK3HT_.. 
VK2AEZ. .... 
VK3XA 
VKSLC ..... . 
VEK2ABC ..... .... 
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144 Mc. proved the most popular band and 
was packed with signals all day. Three of the 
stations used crystal controlled rigs for their 
portable work, and.if present indications are 
anything 10 go by there will be considerably 
more crystal rigs next time! Furthest afield 
was 2RQ who took most of the South West 
Corner gang with him to Saddleback Mt. near 
Kiama, about 90 miles south of Sydney. They 
took along a small petrol electric outfit which 
gave them 240 volts a.c.—sometimes! 2FK made 
a week-end jaunt of it and anchored some- 
where in the Blue Mountains for the night, 
but could not work anyone during the Saturday 
evening. 

The contest held during the field day proved 
popular being split into two rounds, so there 
was never any shortage of stations to be work- 
ed. Results of this Contest are:—l1st, VK2AET 
32 and VK2ARF 32; 2nd, VK2ADY 27. 

The prize for the highest score consisted of 
a pair of RL18s and one 955—sufficient valves 
to make a start on 576 Mc. These items were 
donated by.Cec Cronan, the V.H.F. Section 
Secretary. 

50 Mc.—This band has been very quiet over 
the last month or two since the DX left us. 
2RU reports the band open to VK5 on one occa- 
sion, but Major couldn’t make himself heard 
and the band closed up again without any 
contacts being made. The beacons have been 
mostly absent but early in the month Perth was 
heard at S9 for three hours. 

Most consistent station on 50 Mc. is 2QZ who 
has been writing these notes until this month. 
Bob may be heard any evening and rarely 
fails to contact anybody who may appear on 
the band. A new station is 2ABB, of Kingsford. 
Berry is putting out a very strong signal using 
807s in the final. 2ARG has made a comeback, 
having done things to what he described as 
his ‘vile’ beam rotating motor. Having heard 
the racket it used to make in Bob’s receiver, 
one is inclined to agree with him! 

2GA of Ettalong has been heard frequently of 
late and puts in a very fine signal considering 
the distance and difficult path. His near neigh- 
bour, 2KR, has also been heard but Cec is a 
very weak signal. Maybe when that beam goes 
up we may hear more of the ‘“‘Yabbie Catcher.” 


2ANK has been trying out a half watt outfit. 


running from dry batteries and gets out ex- 
tremely well. Barry had the whole band looking 
out for him when he went mobile marine early 
in the month, but no contact was made as he 
didn’t go! 2XXK has been having more than his 
share of trouble lately, but Ted generally comes 
out on top. 2VW has moved up from his 50 Mc. 
point and may now be heard on about 50.2—no 
doubt this is to assist in populating the high 
end of the band! 

144 Mc.—This band has been fairly active and 
a considerable amount of mobile work has been 
done of late. The Sydney area is fairly well 
suited to this type of work, particularly along 
the heights of the north side of the City. Sta- 
tions heard mobile are 2FK, 2AZO, 2YM, 2ANF, 
2ACH, 2ABZ and 2AQB. 


More crystal controlled rigs are appearing for 
mobile work and a number of others are either 
under construction or projected. One popular 
combination is three 6J6s, running about 6 watts 
to the final 6J6, this little outfit gives a good 
account of itself. 

The ‘Halo’ antenna is also creating interest 
amongst portable and mobile stations. It has 
proved far superior to the dipole, particularly 
in poor locations. For those interested, dimen- 
sions are as follows: Diameter of loop 7 in., 
end plates 2% in. diameter approx. % in. apart. 
Main element is made from 3/8 in. o.d. tubing 
and the driven sections, spaced approx. 1 in. 
centre to centre from the main element, are 
made from 3/16 in. o.d. tubing. In appearance 
it is identical with the 50 Mc. version shown in 
the A.R.R.L. Handbook. The ‘Halo’ is fed 
with 75 ohm twin lead. 

2AJZ has acquired a complete 522.’ 2QZ has 
appeared on c.w. on the high end of the band 
and hopes to get a modulator going shortly; 
Bob is running an 832 in the final and. using 
a beam which has to be brought in every time 
it rains. 2JY has now got phone going, plans to 


_ go crystal control. 2AZO and 2ANF have both 


built crystal rigs for portable work. 2MQ’s 
Sunday morning 2WI relay directed at VK3, 
has been discontinued until conditions are more 
likely to favour a signal getting into VK3. 


2BG has taken the matrimonial plunge and 
held a pre-wedding party which resembled a 
v.h.f. convention. The cake was appropriately 
topped with a scaled-down replica of Bruce’s 
50 and 144 Mc. beams. 

576 Mc.—Despite the failure of the equipment 
during the field day interest still continues on 
this band. 2AJZ and 2WJ are on each evening 
working cross-band from 144 and 2ABH oftens 
joins in. The chaps down south seem to have 


given the band away which is a pity as they 
were doing some good work. 2XX now has a 
pair of RL18s going instead of one and his sig- 
nal is improved accordingly. However Ted has 
found that his helical antenna is just about 
falling to pieces, the screén reflector having 
rusted badly. 


VICTORIAN V.H.F. GROUP NOTES 


Next Group meeting night is Wednesday, 20th 
June at the rooms, 191 Queen Street. Listen to 
3WI broadcasts for details of any lecture, talk 
or demonstration that may be arranged and 
make a note to attend in any case, for an inter- 
esting evening is assured. 

Twenty members at the April meeting gave 
their attention to the election of office-bearers 
for the next year, reports of field day activities, 
3WI v.hf. transmitters, the possibilities of 
tropospheric predictions being made available 
to the Group and snapped up about 30 odd 
disposals crystals. In addition, a letter was 
received from VK7MY giving details of an ex- 
citer for 144 Mc. for publication in ‘“A.R.’’ This 
was in response to our recent suggestion that 
publication of more technical articles on con- 
struction of v.h.f. gear may help to populate 
these bands. 


Office-bearers elected for the next year are 
as follows: Chairman, 3JO; Secretary, 3ALK; 
eau 3FO, 3YS, 3AJI; Notes Writer, 

Reports on the April field day were given by 
3FO, 3YS and 3J0O. Activity generally was not 
so great as previously, though two new ealls 
on 144 Mc., 3ADU and 3ANX, were heard and 
contacts were made on both 144 Mc. and 50 
Mc. by some of the portable stations. Results 
of the Contest are not yet to hand but will be 
published next month. However, it is gratify- 
ing to note that a large number of logs has 
been received. 

Lack of suitable power supplies is keeping 
the 3WI 50 and 144 Mc. transmitters off the air. © 
3ABA reported that the power tranny donated 
for the job won’t deliver the goods on load. 
After discussion, a line of action was decided 
on and since three Group members are also 
Divisional Councillors, it is not too much to 
hope that this snag will soon be overcome. 

The news that tropospheric predictions by 
the Federal Ionospheric and Tropospheric Ser- 
vice, already supplying ionospheric predictions 
to “A.R.,’”? may soon be available to the Group 
was received with great interest, and as the 
appointment of an officer to handle these pre- 
dictions is receiving the attention of Council, 
it should not be long before we have the oppor- 
tunity to avail ourselves of this service. 


All crystals were soon disposed of and the 
meeting closed after carrying a motion of thanks 
to the office-bearers of the last twelve months. 


Stop Press.—The Field Day Contest winners 
are 3YS, portable section; 3EN, home section. 


MISCELLANEOUS NEWS FROM SOUTH AUS. 


Main interest is still concentrated on the 288 
Mc. band and quite a lot of stations are active. 
5QR has a crystal transmitter consisting of three 
stages using 6J6s and 832 final, with an eight 
element beam. 5GL has his xtal converter 
working nicely. 5JD heard testing small rig on 
7 Mc. but still plugging v.h.f. Idea is to QSO 
country Hams on 7 Mc. and give them any gen 
to get them on 50 or above. 


On a recent Sunday morning 5AX had an 
S9 signal in Adelaide on 50 Mc., but mod. was 
low. A new signal on 50 Me. is 5ZY- and states 
he is there to stay. 5LH is building portable 
gear for 144, 50 Mc. men should not lose sight 
of the fact that there will be some openings 
during the winter months and is just as well 
to have that gear ready and listen at odd times. 
5QR reports improvement in signal strengths 
since changing from 300 ohm ribbon to 300 ohm 
open wire to feed the beams and not so prone 
to break. 


Acknowledgments to VKs 2ANF, 330, 5KL 
and 5CN for the above material. 


FREQUENCY ALLOCATIONS 
The following is a list of the bands available 
for use by the Amateur Service in Australia, 
followed by the types of emission ailowed on 
those bands. 


3.5 to 3.8 Mc.—Al, 3, 3a, 6F3. 
7.0 to 7.2 Mec.—Al, 3, 3a, 6F3. 
14.0 to 14.4 Mc.—A1, 3, 3a, 6F3 


26.96 to 27.23 Mc.—Al, 3, F.M. 
30.0 Mc.—A1l, 3, 3a, 6F3. 


28.0 to 
50.0 to 54.0 Mc.—Al, 2, 3, F.M. 
144 to 148 Mc.—A0d, 1, 2, 3, F.M., Pulse. 


296 Mc.—A0, 1, 2, 
585 Mc.—Ao, 1, 2, 


288 to 3, F.M., Pulse. 
576 to 3, F.M., Pulse. 
1215 to 1300 Mc.—-A0, 1,°2, 3, F.M., Pulse. 
2300 to 2450 Mc.—A0O, 1, 2, 3, F.M., Pulse. 
5650 to 5850 Mc.—A0, 1, 2, 3, F.M., Pulse. 
10000 to 10500 Mc.—A0O, 1, 2, 3, F.M., Pulse. 
21000 to 22000 Mc.—A0, 1, 2, 3, F.M., Pulse. 
30000 Mc. and higher—A0, 1, 2, 3, F.M., Pulse. 
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Compact 40 Metre Antenna 


BY TED CAWTHRON,* 


The author has been experimenting 
with an antenna which may interest 
those Amateurs who, due to lack of 
space, may not be able to put up a 
half wave antenna for operation on 7 
Mec. The writer was only able to put 
up one mast which was very. close to 
a fence and which prevented a sloping 
antenna being used in a_ westerly 
direction, thus ruling out early morning 
European contacts. As the mast is 40 
feet high, the idea was hit upon trying 
to make the antenna tune to a half wave 
in preference to a quarter wave due 
to the sandy nature of the surrounding 
terrain. 


At the top of the 40 feet vertical a 
frame consisting of two crosspieces at 
right angles, each one four feet long, 
was attached. A number of “button” 
type insulators were screwed to the 
cross members, spaced about three 
inches apart, and the remaining portion 
of the antenna wound in the form of a 
spiral until the antenna resonated at 
a half wave of the desired frequency. 
Due to the inductive effect of the coil 
_ the full 26 feet or so may not be needed. 


The procedure to tune the antenna is 
as follows: Link couple the final plate 
coil to the antenna coupler and tune the 
latter to resonance, being careful not 


*6 Leane Avenue, North Glenelg, S.A. 


VKSJE 


to over-couple. Attach the antenna to 
the antenna coil and note how the tun- 
ing condenser has to be turned to effect 
resonance. If the condenser has to be 
reduced in value then the antenna is 
too long and vice versa. 


ADJUST INNER TURNS FOR 
RESONATING TO $a 


FINAL 


Adjust the inner turns of the top loop 
until attaching the antenna to the 
antenna coupler does not affect its 
tuning. Due to various factors such as 
varying the link placement in the coils 
it may be a little bit tricky to get the 
adjustment right at first trial. Attaching 
an earth to one end of the antenna 
coupler may be advisable—the writer 
uses this method. 


CLELLELELELLECLE LS, 


However, this antenna is only put 
forward as an idea and may be worth 
experimenting with. On 7 Mc., early 
morning European reports range from 
S7 to S5 and the DX quoted in the “DX 
Notes” have all been worked with it. 
On 14 Me. during the B.E.R.U. Contest, 
when conditions were rather poor, VS6 
(S9), VSI (S7), ZS (S4), GW. (S85), 
and VU (S6) were worked with the 
reports as shown. 


On 3.5 Mc. the antenna failed to raise 
Ws during the A.R.R.L. Contest, but 
three S7 reports were received from ZL 
which was encouraging and further 
experiments are to be made on this 
band. 


A few things to think about. See if 


- the orientation of the frame is of any 


help. Keep the insulation good on the 
frame and the wires rigid or wet 
weather will cause erratic results. Turn 
a deaf ear to the XYL and others who 
say the outfit looks like a radar set-up 
on a battleship. Good hunting! 


SUBSCRIPTIONS 


@ Please pay your Subscriptions 
PROMPTLY when due. Failure to 
do so may result in the loss of 
valuable issues of “Amateur 
Radio.” High costs of production 
make it necessary to limit the 
number of extra copies printed 
each month. 


DD, 


KKK 


PLEASE NOTE: 


Rk. 


Lamp Fittings, Cue: 


ACRU TOOL CO., 


Hi. CUNNINGHAM PTY. LTD. 


GI STANHOPE STREET, MALVERN,. VICTORIA 
IS AUSTRALIAN FACTORY REPRESENTATIVE TO:— 


STRATTON AND CO. LTD., BIRMINGHAM: Makers of EDDYSTONE COMMUNICATION Receivers 
and S.W. Components. 


A. F. BULGIN LTD., BARKING, ESSEX: Specialists in Appliance, Micro and Hoocte Switches, Signal 


BELLING AND LEE LTD., ENFIELD, MIDDX.: Manufacturers of Terminals, Fuses and Fuse-holders, 
Plugs and Sockets, etc. 


ERIE RESISTOR LIMITED, LONDON: Renowned for high stability Carbon Resistors. : 
ETA TOOL CO. LTD., LEICESTER: Makers of Coil Winding Machines. 

MANCHESTER: Suppliers of Instrument Neon Lamps and Holders. 
BROOKES CRYSTALS LTD., GREENWICH: Producers of Precision Quartz Crystals. 


LONDON ELECTRICAL MANUFACTURING CO. LTD., LONDON: Makers of L.E.M. Silvered Mica 
and Silvered Ceramic Condensers. 
WODEN TRANSFORMERS LTD., BILLSTON, STAFFS.: Manufacturers of Transformers of all types 
and popularly used in the U.K. 


CUNNINGHAM INDUSTRIES PTY. LTD., MELBOURNE: 
series of Velocity, Dynamic and Crystal Microphones. 


Stocks of these Principals’ Products and Technical Literature are 


Makers of the high grade “ZEPHYR” 
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. immediately available and Quotations are given prompt attention. 
Telephone: UY 6274. Telegrams: “CUNNIG,”’ Melbourne 
I a 
at 
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~ FEDERAL, QSL, and 


DIVISIONAL NOTES 


Federal President: G. GLOVER (VK3AG); Federal Secretary: G. M. HULL (VK8Z8); Box 2611W, G.P.O., Melbourne. 


NEW SOUTH WALES 


President: J. Corbin, VK2YC. 

Secretary: David H. Duff (VK2EO), Box 1734 
G.P.O., Sydney. 

Meeting Night: Fourth Friday of each month at 
Science House, Corner Gloucester and Essex 
Sts., Sydney. 

Divisional Sub-Editor: Don B. Knock, VK2NO, 
43 Yanko Avenue, Waverley, Sydney. 

Zone Correspondents: North Coast and Table- 
lands: J. M. Retallick, VK2X0, Raleigh; New- 
castle: H. Whyte, VK2AHA, Vale St., Birming- 
ham Gardens, Newcastle; Coalfields & Lakes: 
H. Hawkins, VK2YL, 27 Comfort Ave., Cess- 
nock; Western: W. H. Stitt, VK2WH, Cumbi- 
jowa, Forbes; South Coast and Southern: R. 
H. Rayner, VK2DO, 42 Pettit St., Yass; 
Western Suburbs: A. C. Pearce, VK2AHB, 
131A Balmain Rd., Leichhardt; Eastern Sub- 
urbs: D. B. Knock, VK2NO, 43 Yanko Ave., 
Waverley; North Sydney: L. D. Cuffe, VK2AM 
779 Military Rd., Mosman; St. George: J. A. 
Ackerman, VK2ALG, 32 Park Rd., Carlton; 
South Sydney: V. H. Wilson, VK2VW, Cr. 
Wilson St. and Marine Pde., Maroubra. 


VICTORIA 


President: G. S. C. Semmens, VK3GS. 
Secretary: C. Dyer (VK3DY), 19 Collington 
Ave., Brighton (XA 6326). 
dministrative Secretary: Mrs. S. May, Law 
Court Chambers, 191 Queen St., Melbourne. 
Meeting Night: First Wednesday of each month 
at the Radio School, Melb. Technical College. 
Zone Correspondents: Western: C. C. Waring, 
VK3YW, 12 Skene St., Stawell; South Western: 
K. O’Rorke, VK3AKR, Killigrew, Westmere; 
North Eastern: T. K. Tennant, c/o. Victory 
Theatre, Tatura; Far North West.: M. Folie, 
VK3GZ, 101 Lemon Ave., Mildura; Eastern: 
H. O. Kellas, VK3AHK, Tinambra; North 
Western: C. Case, VK3ACE, Cummign Ave., 
Birchip. 


WI BROADCASTS 


All Amateurs are urged to keep these 
frequencies clear during, and for a period 
of 15 minutes after, the official Broadcasts. 


VK2WI: Sundays, 1100 hours EST, 7196 Ke. 
and 2000 hours EST 50 and 144 Mc. No 
frequency checks available from VK2WI. 
Intra-State working frequency, 7175 Ke. 


VK3WI: Sundays, 1130 hours EST, simultane- 
ously on 3598 and 7196 Ke. and re-broad~- 
cast on 50 and 144 Mc. bands. Intra-State 
working frequency 7185 Ke. Individual 
frequency checks of Amateur Stations 
given when VK3WI is on the air. 


VK4WI: Sundays, 0900 hours EST, simultane- 
ously on 3750 Ke., 7196 Ke., 14342 Ke., 
52.4 Mc. and 144.138 Mc. Frequency 
checks are given two nights weekly, and 
the times are announced during Sunday 
broadcasts. 7065 Kec. channel is used 
from 1000 to 1030 hours each Sunday as 
VK4 query service to VK4WI. 


VK5WI: Sundays, 1000 hours SAST, on 7196 
Ke. Frequency checks are given by 
VK5DW by arrangements only on the 7 
and 14 Mc. bands. 


VK6WI: Sundays, 0930 hours WAST, on 17196 
Ke. No frequency checks available. 


VK7WI: Sundays, at 1000 hours EST, on 7196 
Ke. No frequency checks are available. 


FEDERAL 


INVITATION TO SEATTLE (U.S.A.) 1951 
NATIONAL CONVENTION A.R.R.L. 


An invitation to ‘Australian Amateurs has 
been received from John Gruble, W7RT, Gen- 
eral Chairman of the Seattle 1951 National Con~- 
vention A.R.R.L., to be, present during this 
Convention. 

The Convention is to be held in Seattle, Wash- 
ington, U.S.A., on July 27, 28 and 29, 1951, 
during which time Seattle is also celebrating 
its Centennial Year. 

Any Australian Amateurs who may perchance 
be travelling in the States at this time and who 
would like to attend this Convention can contact 
‘John Gruble at 1921 Atlantic Street, Seattle 44, 

Washington, U.S.A. 

Exhibits and tours of many kinds have been 
organised and guests will see the fastest speed- 
boat in the world in action. Good luck to any- 
one who has the chance! 


FOREIGN LANGUAGE NOT PERMITTED 


“ A letter received recently from the President 


of a prominent French Amateur Society gave 
voice to the fact that a VK4 Amateur had been 
singled out for action by the W.I.A. for having 
conducted QSOs in French. If any such action 
did occur—and Federal Executive have _ not 
heard of it to date—it would presumably have 


come from the Amateur Advisory Committee or - 


the Postmaster-General’s Department. 


However, whether the report is factual or 
otherwise, it does bring up the point of VK 
Amateurs conducting phone QSOs in a foreign 
language. For the information of all members 
we quote Part 2, Para. 32 of the ‘‘Handbook 
for the Guidance of Operators of Amateur 
Wireless Transmitting Stations,’’ which reads 
as follows:— 

“An Amateur Station Licensee may transmit 
in English and receive in any recognised 
languages plain language messages (i.e. not in 
cypher) relating to experiments or consisting 
of remarks of a personal nature which by rea- 
son of their unimportance would not normally 
be transmitted through the public communica- 
tion systems.” 


The regulation clearly states you can receive 
in any recognised languages, but you can only 
transmit in English. 

“Bon jour mon ami, Au _ revoir,’ may be 
overlooked, but attempts to conduct QSOs 
completely in a foreign language is contrary 
to the Regulations. 


= 
mm 
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AMATEUR COMMUNICATIONS RESTRICTED 
BY CERTAIN COUNTRIES 


For the interest of the DX boys the U.S. De- 
partment of State has provided the LA.R.U. 
with the following information (to and includ- 
ing Oct. 13, 1950) concerning the limitation of 
Amateur communications by certain countries:— 


Administrations which forbid radio communi- 
cations between their. Amateur Stations and 
Amateur Stations in other countries are:— 
Indonesia, Japan (excluding Amateur Stations 
of Allied Occupation Forces as authorised by the 
Supreme Commander, Allied Powers). 


Administrations which forbid all Amateur 
Radio operation: Indo-China, Iran, Lebanon, 
Netherlands Antilles, Thailand. 


The Administration in Austria permits the 
reception of foreign Amateur Station trans- 
missions, but transmissions by Austrian Am- 
ateur Stations are strictly forbidden by the 
Allied control authorities in Austria. 


FEDERAL QSL BUREAU 


RAY JONES, VK3RJ, MANAGER 


Had the good fortune to QSO an old-timer 
at end of April. Said old-timer was John D. 
Olle, ex-VK20Z. John also held VR and VP 
calls at one stage. Now Major Olle of the per- 
manent army and on liaison duties in England, 
John was operating an army club transmitter 
under the call sign of G3DMZ on 14 Me. at 
Christchurch, Hants. He informed me that his 
own call sign was G3HJO and that he expected 
to be in England until 1952. He stated he was 
keeping and doing well as was Bill Mitchell 
ex-VK3UM who was not active on the air from 
G. Seems only yesterday when I used to con- 
tact John on 7 Mc. at his home location of 
Ashfied, Sydney, but logs show that it was 1930. 

Writes Mario Pereira, CR7AF, Box 264, Lour- 
enco Marques, Portuguese, East Africa, under 
the date of March 20, 1951: “I will be grateful 
if you can get the QSL cards from the follow- 
ing OMs: VK1VU, 1FE, 1RA; VK2YL, 2ZH, 2SA, 
2NS, 2TH; VK3CM, 3CZ, 3YP, 3CN, 3JA, 3FS, 
3DQ, 3PL, 3BD; VK4RF, 4CG, 4HR; VKS5JS; 
VK6IG, 6WR; VK9WL. If any of these Hams 
have not yet received my card I will be very 
pleased to send them a second one.” While 
there are a few tough men listed above, there 
are also many honorable and reliable Hams 
listed and it would seem that there is something 
haywire with the P.O. or Bureau facilities in 
CR7. 


QUEENSLAND 
President: J. H. Farrell, VK4WJ. 


Secretary: J. F. Pickles, VK4FP, Box 638J, 
G.P.O., Brisbane. 


Meeting Night: Third Friday in each month at 
the I.R.E. Rooms, Wickham St., Valley. 


Divisional Sub-Editor: Clive J. Cooke, VK4CC, 
Kuran Street, Chermside, Brisbane. 


SOUTH AUSTRALIA 


President: E. A. Barbier, VK5MD. 


Secretary: G. M. Bowen, VK5XU, Box 1234K, 
G.P.O., Adelaide. 


Meeting Night: Second Tuesday of each month 
at 17 Waymouth St., Adelaide. 


Divisional Sub-Editor: W. W. Parsons, VK5PS, 
10 Victoria Avenue, Rose Park. 


WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
President: J. Campbell-Watson, VK6JW. 


Secretary: H. B. Lang, Box WN1002, G.P.O., 
Perth, W.A. 

Meeting Place: Padbury House, Cr. St. George’s 
Ter. and King St., Perth. 

Meeting Night: Third Tuesday of each month. 

Divisional Sub-Editor: Alec A. Smith, VK6AS, 
75 Weston St., Carlisle, Western Australia. 


TASMANIA 
President: J. Brown, VK7BJ. 


Secretary: R. D. O’May, VK70OM, Box 371B, 
G.P.O., Hobart. 

Meeting Night: First Wednesday of each month 
at the Photographic Society’s Rooms, 163 
Liverpool St., Hobart. 

Divisional Sub-Editor: S. Excell, VK7SJ, 17 
Molle St., Hobart, Tasmania. 

North Zone Correspondent: C. A. Cullinan, 
VKTXW, 12 Montrose Place, Launceston. 


The QSL Manager of the C.R.A.G., Box 12, 
Guatemala, advises that 20 cards were received 
for TG9FU, 10 of the cards were from VK. 
He states that the station named is a “black 
one” and has returned the cards. He also 
advises that TG9PB does not live in Guatemala 
and is also a pirate. 


A‘ fair sized batch of cards has just come to 
hand from MP4BAD, Trucial Oman, for con- 
tacts made during 1949!!! Ken Smethurst who 
ran the station has returned to England and 
has got busy catching up on arrears of QSLs. 


Am indebted to Ron Mould, VK9FM, and to 
Arch Batrie, VK9GB, who both wrote and gave 
details of the doings and personnel located in 
Rabaul. Arch explains that for some unaccount- 
able reason his cards have not yet arrived in 
Rabaul, but he will get busy on the QSLs as 
soon as the cards hit the deck. Photos of his 
layout show a neat rig with 6V6 xtal/v.f.o., 
807 buffer/dblr., to parallel 807s with 100 watts. 
Rx is an AR7 not yet hotted up. Intends try- 
ing plate modulation shortly but until then is 
c.w. only. Arch held down the call signs of 
ZL1OH and ZL1IGS when in his home town of 
Auckland. Ron informs me that there are three 
Hams at present in Rabaul, the third being 
Ron Garrett ex-VR3A now VK9RG, who _ is 
momentarily located at Kopopo about 32 miles 
from Rabaul, but shortly hopes to move in to 
Rabaul. Ron Mould has re-built rig to 6V6 osc., 
6V6 dblr., to 829 and states that his YL is 
interested in the Ham game also. Arch is an 
O.T.C. operator; Ron Mould is with D.C.A., and 
Ron Garrett is with Burns Philp. 


Felix Franchette, FK8AC, spent a pleasant 
holiday in Australia during April. Felix divided 
his time between Sydney and Melbourne and 
took in as many Ham visits as time, weather 
and business permitted. Felix, during a_ visit 
to VK3ABA, was delighted at being able to 
take part in 144 Mc. QSOs with VK3ZL and 
VK3GM, of Ballarat. 


FGT7XA Gaudeloupe has been on 14015 Ke. 
during first half of April. From W2CC comes 
the following interesting information regarding 
this rare country and station which has been 
contacted by many VKs. FGT7XA is a CM 
station who is spending a vacation on Guade- 
loupe accompanied by his wife who is signing 
FG7XB from the same holiday location. KV4AA 
verifies this information. 

Jack Elliott ZL3CC who spent six weeks’ 
vacation in Australia during April-May, journey- 
ed to VK6 during the early portion of his stay 
and whilst in Perth met over 20 of the W.A. 
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: Setting a New Standard in Communication Receivers— 


The “Commander” Double Superhet. 
Free Data Sheets on Request 


Interstate Representatives: West. Aust.—Messrs. Atkins (W.A.) Ltd., 894 Hay 
St., Perth. Queensland—Messrs. A. E. Harrold, 123-5 Charlotte St., Brisbane. 
In other States direct your inquiries to firms handling Bright Star Crystals. 


Valves, new, boxed, RCA 834s, 


\ 


£1/8/- each. ~ 6C4s, 12/- each. 
Limited number of the following Taylor Tubes: TZ20s, £2/10/- each; TB35s, £6/10/- each. 
Transmitters altered for Bush Fire and Fishing Boat Work. 


CRYSTALS, as illustrated, 40 or 80 mx., AT or BT cut. Accuracy 0.02% of your speci- 


fied frequency, £2/12/6 each. 
20 metre Zero Drift, £5 each. 


Large, unmounted, 40 or 80 metre, £2 each. 
Special and Commercial Crystals—Prices on application. 


Crystals re-ground, £1 each. 
BRIGHT STAR CRYSTALS may be obtained fram the following Interstate firms: Messrs. A. E. 
Harrold, 123 Charlotte St., Brisbane; A. G. Healing Ltd., 151 Pirie St., Adelaide; Atkins (W.A.) Ltd., 


894 Hay St., Perth; Lawrence & Hanson Electrical Pty. Ltd., 120 Collins St., Hobart; Collins Radio, 
409 Lonsdale St., Melbourne; Prices Radio, 5-6 Angel Place, Sydney. 


DC1l1 TYPE CRYSTAL HOLDERS WANTED. ANY QUANTITY. 


Screw-type Neutralising Condensers (National type), suits all triode tubes, Polystyrene insulation, 19/6 ea. 


Prompt delivery on all Country and Interstate Orders. 


Satisfaction Guaranteed. 
= BRIGHT STAR RADIQ 1339 Lower maLverN RoaD, GLEN IRIS, VIC. Phone: UL 5510. == 


“HI-K” Multiple By-Pass Ceramic Capacitors 
WIRE-LEAD TYPE—also available in screw-fixing type 


[ghee 
i i for 
The development of Unilator K.3000 rene Rae 
the first time, combined a very hig eee ae 
000) with a high insulation resis fake 

qe i eratures, maintained even after ex 
ane Sek voltages and elevated bignl abel bine 
ae The al size of these U.C.C. paresto™ Laer He 
low, and they are thus eminently sui a setice 

noe rt in television and other high req 

ie pues Also available in screw-fixing type. 


@ TOLERANCE OF CAPACITANCE: Capacitances 


CE 
teed to be not less than the sieteg eet TYPE ae 
j Sr eae conditions 130 Ke/s 10V. R.M.9- 310/W 2x 500 pF 
ee a : CTH 
: Greater than 5000 q 1000 _pF 
@ INSULATION ee Aa temperatures up to 2CTH 310/W = ic00 = 
: megohms @ . D: Zn 
gag 100? C. ann 2CTH 310/W = gate ee 
zy @ WORKING VOLTAGE: 500Y. ae ae 2CTH 422/W F 
(20-60) between any two connections. SETH 315/W 3 x 500 p 
on @ TEST VOLTAGE: 1500V. D.C. 3CTH 315/W 12302 
2200 pF 
tL  @ DIELECTRIC: Unilator K.3000. 2CTH 422/W oe - 
a 


* UNITED Capacitor Go. Pty. Ltp. x 


433 Punchbowl Road, Enfield, New South Wales 


Associated with Tecnico Limited of Australia and Telegraph Condenser Co. Ltd., 
| Postal: Box 19, Enfield. Phone: LF 3511 British Insulated Callender's Cables Ltd. and United Insulator Co. Ltd. of England. 
i 
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gang and enjoyed his stay there immensely. 
He spent a few days in Adelaide on the return 
trip to Melbourne where he put in the major 
portion of the remaining time. Jack, who looks 
as well as when here in 1931, is more keen on 
Amateur Radio than ever before. 

Another interesting international visitor who 


called in during a 3-day stay in Melbourne 
during early May was Walter Schreur, G3DCU 
exG5CW. Walter may become a permanent 
resident in Australia and is heading initially 
for Sydney. With 25 watts and a rotary 8JK 
of solid aluminium, Walter has run up 163 
countries. The total weight of his beam is 
under 8 Ibs. 

For those who are prepared to spend four- 
pence on a jolly good laugh and some food for 
thought, it is recommended they purchase the 
April 25 issue of ‘The Australian Woman’s 
Mirror,’ turn to page 4 and read the article 
titled ‘I married five radios,” by ‘‘Cora-Lynn.” 
who certainly has her information straight and 
right from the grid. Who among our fraternity 
cannot see himself mirrored to some extent at 
least in her humorous article. 


NEW SOUTH WALES 


EASTERN AND SOUTHERN SUBURBS 


Ern 2ASE has designs on 20 and plans are 
being laid for a burst of r.f. there. 2ABD heard 
on 40 a lot lately, he and 2WH were in the 
same school at the same time and will soon 
meet in person for the first time. 2QG on 40 
again after a few weeks’ absence, doing a spot 
of yarning with 2AZH. 2AIG, still on 40 phone 
and c.w., planning to invade 20 as a result of 
a nice BC348 Rx with which he has been hear- 
ing DX he hasn’t been accustomed to before, 
with the home-grown receiver. 

2NO has a n.b.f.m. exciter unit with reactance 
modulator on a series tuned (‘‘Clapp’’) v.f.o. 
working well on 40. A speech clipper to restore 
much of the apparent loss of audio experienced 
with f.m. is planned. This writer had a dekko 
at the newsreel shots of the North Coast Con- 
vention held at Urunga last Easter, and if that 
is much help to the hobby in showing the public 
how—may I be the alleged Simian’s uncle. The 
impression I gained was that the cameraman 
was in a tearing hurry, or else he was mighty 
short of film, or else the boys had plied him 
with an 18 watter. There was a fleeting glimpse 
of Harold 2AHA on the d.f. job of hunting the 
hidden 144 Mc. Tx; a few cars sliding by with 
sundry sig-squirters atop, and impressions of 
that rare old roundsman from Raleigh, Crieff 
2X0, engaged in his favourite pastime—Amateur 
Radio. It was all too short a “short”. Fie on 
you ‘“‘fillum people.” 

2CM is back -in the famous hostelry after a 
well earned health trip around New Guinea. 
Charles, the very spirit of old-time Australian 
Amateur Radio, is as young in heart as ever, 
and his station today is one of the finest ex- 
amples of modern practice one could encounter. 
Not bad at all for an old-timer who dropped 
out of the game for 22 years and then came up 
smiling for more. 

I thought so. No sooner had that par about 
2AJG appeared in print in these notes about 
him going off the air, than Laurie was heard 
back at it again. It’s no use OM. 2GS has not 
so much time on the air as formerly. Owing 
to ill-health, he found it necessary to seek a 
career other than the skyways and now is 
no longer in Tokio one day, Darwin another, 
and London shortly after. His familiar accents 
are heard at times on 40, but he has forsaken 
20 for the time being. 2JT seems to have “had” 
20, has nice phone on 40. Active in the Western 
Suburbs is Ted Whiting, 2ACD, who uses nearly 
all the bands with enthusiasm. Ted will be 
recalled by VK2 Hams of 15 years or more 
standing as a keen s.w.l. He got his ticket last 
year and makes the most of it. 

Far be it from this scribe to offer undue 
criticism of published alterations and deletions 
to Amateur Call Signs, but these lists seem 
somewhat amiss. A statement of call sign and 
address, minus the name of the licensee seems 
to be inadequate. It could be encouraging to 
would-be pirates to make use of other’s call 
signs. A bald statement of call sign for deletion 
seems appropriate, but names with the list of 
alterations could be included with little extra 
effort (on the part of the P.M.G.). [This point 
of view has merit and the matter will be taken 
up with the Department as soon as possible.— 
Federal Secretary.] 

Stations in the other States, and in country 
locations where home power is used, are asked 
by the harrassed community of Sydney Amat- 
eurs to bear with them. When they suddenly 
disappear in the middle of an over it isn’t 
that they are being rude or snooty. They have 
no option. It is simply that the gentry in -the 
creaking set-up, that tries to keep our homes 
lit and powered, have had to yank the big 
switches. It might be a good idea to form a 
QRP section of the Division, with equipment 
limited to 5 watts input. One can have lots of 
fun’ with 1.4 volt valves and dry cells. 
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NOTICE 


TO ALL NEW SOUTH WALES MEM- 
BERS AND READERS OF ZONE NOTES 


The work of Divisional Sub-Editor for 
the compilation each month of appro- 
priate reading material is no one-man 
job. He who undertakes such work is 
dependent to a large extent upon co- 
operation by fellow Amateurs throughout 
the State. It isn’t enough merely to 
think that you would like to see some 
reference to some particular chit chat in 
these columns; it is necessary that you 
ACT upon that thought. The more ideas 
and items of individual interest that the 
Divisional Sub-Editor can secure from 
members, the better. 

If you are an active Amateur; if you 
are an intending Amateur; if you are 
a short-wave listener; or if you merely 
know a transmitting Amateur or two— 
and have any news, technical or other- 
wise, of their doings, put your pen to 
paper and send in your journalistic effort. 
It won’t be scorned or rejected! 


If you type your effort, so much the 
better, but PLEASE type with double 
spaced lines. Send your news in at any 
old time you like, but if you want to 
be on the dot with “flash” news, then 
the Div. Sub-Editor needs it on his desk 
by the 20th of the month. The Divisional 
Sub-Editor for New South Wales is now 
Don B. Knock, VK2NO, and the address 
for mail is ‘“‘Warilda,’’ 43 Yanko Avenue, 
Waverley, Sydney. 


NN eee eee 


Jack 2AJQ gets out nicely with 50 watts and 
a pair of 807s in parallel feeding a half wave 
Zepp on 40. Over to the west of Sydney, 2VP 
has been noticed back in the swim on 20 phone; 
Ron was evidently enjoying himself with a lot 
of QSOs after an absence of two years or more. 


NORTH COAST AND TABLELANDS 


The most improved phone in this zone is 
2ASO, congrats Allan. It is pleasing to learn 
that Charlie Miller has returned to work after 
his operation for acute appendicitus. 2LH has 
a tall electric light pole erected near the shack 
with a 6 and 10 beam on top—no results re- 
ported as yet. Ted 2AEU has been playing with 
balloons, kites, and bows and arrows trying to 
get a halyard back on the 60 foot pole; Ted 
and Alf 2UC building turret tuned receivers. 
Alex 2TG using 5 element beam on 10 metres, 
50 feet high, works DX like local contacts. 
Col 2ASF has left the zone and will soon be 
heard from Eden on the south coast. Bill 2AEY 
just completed a deluxe shack and 144 gear. 
Noel 2AHH reports good results with his ex- 
tended double Zepp on 20 metres. 2JC, 2DK, 
2GI, 2WQ, 2NY, 2ARY, 2X0, 2APS, 2EA, 2JK 
and 2AJT all building 144 gear to give the 
Hunter Branch some stiff opposition at the 
next Urunga Convention. 2WT still works plenty 
of DX on 20 with his rhombic. 2SR has staged 
a comeback and was heard on 40. 

2EA, the most active station on the Clarence 
River, and Keith 2GI erecting vee beams and 
having S9 daylight contacts on 80 with 2XQ and 
works ZLs from 4 p.m. in the afternoon. 2AJB 
also erecting vee beams, Len having bad luck 
with sickness in the family. Norm 2AAP_ has 
left the zone and will soon be heard from Syd- 
ney. Carl 2CJ now on air from his new house 
and reports receiving conditions very good; Carl 
was bitten by a black snake—the snake died! 
2JK and 2ADN having a holiday in VK4 land. 
2ARY had a few days in Taree. 2XO returned 
from his holidays, met most of the Western and 
Newcastle gang on the trip. He has arranged 
for a motor coach to run from Sydney to the 
next Urunga Convention. A seven day trip 
staying overnight at Taree both ways. It will 
be a good holiday trip for the Sydney gang. 
Arrangements have also been made at great 
expense for a concert party from Newcastle to 
entertain the gang. The Dubbo and Forbes gang 
are coming over in force to find the hidden 
transmitter. 


COALFIELDS AND LAKES 


News is again rather scarce as it was in the 
previous month, and conditions are still poor. 
14 Me. in the evenings has produced a few 
Europeans and is the best DX band at the pres- 
ent time. One Sunday 28 Mc. did show some 
signs of life with Ws and a few South Ameri- 
cans coming through. Not much news of Ken 
2ANU, with the end of 50 Mc. DX he is work- 
ing a few locals on that band: only. Geoff 2VU 
seems to be sticking to that band also, but still 
happy doing some chores around the house. 
Bob 2TY is keeping up his skeds with KH6 on 
28 Mc., despite sometimes rather poor con- 
ditions. Nil from 2YO or 2KF this month. 2KZ 
still going strong, heard chasing Yanks on 28 


Mc. phone; how is the new gear, and develop- 
ments? Major 2RU mainly on 50 Mc., pretty 
QRL with business but heard talking of a turret 
tuner, so it looks like some more work! 

Cec 2KR on 80, 40 and 144 and probably on 
50 Mc. Suppose Cec and John 2GA will soon 
be organising for the Woy Woy Field Day. 
Jack 2KQ had trouble with his phone, fixed it 
up and then it went hay-wire again; 2KQ can 
be found on 80 and 6. 2PZ looking for best 
position for antenna poles, but rig not ready yet. 
Jack 2ADT for a change doing nothing unusual, 
even complaining of the poor conditions, says 
he can’t get a contact on any band. 2YL on 20 
working a few Europeans, managed an SP for 
a new country, 172 now up post-war. 


HUNTER BRANCH 


By way of a change the April meeting of the 
Branch took the form of a picture night. Sev- 
eral films on Radio were shown, and thanks 
must go to the Technical College for providing 
them and to Ron 2AAI, the operator, for show- 
ing them. A very practical lecture has been 
arranged for the May meeting, this will be 
given by Keith 2DG on his new receiver. Branch 
President 2CS, Secretary 2SF, Zone Correspond- 
ent 2AHA and 2XT attended the Annual Gen- 
eral Meeting of the Division. A great time was 
had by all and we hope to do it more often. 
Congrats to the Council on being re-elected, 
again—that certainly proves you did a good 
job on behalf of the members. Sec. 2SF has the 
final well on_the way but still very busy. Lionel 
voiced the Branch’s view in fine style at the 
Annual Meeting and is still experimenting with 
his BC348. Contest men were very pleased to 
learn that the Federal Government were back- 
ing the DX Contest this Jubilee year. This was 
due to the magnificent work done by Mr. Allan 
Fairhall, M.P., 2KB—so fellers make it a big 
event. 2ZC and 2AHA were interviewed on the 
ABC during April. The broadcast briefly cov- 
ered the Urunga Contest and the co-operation 
between the Hams and various authorities in 
times of emergency. 2ASJ has been a little off 
colour, but is OK again; now has a Type 3 
Mark II. for 80 and 40. 2XY building the 
modulator for Ron. 

2X0 and his good wife had a few days in 
Newcastle while en route back home. Crieff 
saw as many shacks as time would allow. 2PJ 
trying his first on c.w. with some good DX 
contacts, 2XY converting TA12 for Ham bands. 
Quite a few of the Hunter boys saw them- 
selves in the Urunga film, those that missed 
out will be pleased to know that 2ASJ is 
arranging with Stockton Theatre manager for 
a showing of the complete film by courtesy of 
Jack 2ADN. 21S just about has the 100 watt 
rig finished for 40. 2M4MM_ has built a c.r.o., 
also on 20 c.w. lately. 2KG has the big Rx and 
v.f.o. perking well. 2AAI working Ws with his 
new antenna. 2DZ is glued to 20 phone and 
working his share of DX too. 2AQS, of Police 
Radio, doing fine on 40 c.w. with his 807. 

Welcome to Edgar Stuart, 2MR ex-4MR, is 
well and truly settled in his new home at War- 
atah. At last 2WU popped up again on 20 
chasing the DX with good results. 2AWD back 
on 40 and thinking of a v.f.o. Old George 2SO 
still plugging along on 40 c.w. Congrats to 
Shorty 2NX on getting his first class ticket. 
Bill 2CW is back on 40 phone, has given 144 
away temporarily. 2AFS back on 10, while Ernie 
and his XYL are wearing out the AR88 on the 
low frequency bands for a while. Sorry to hear 
of the illness of 2AS and wish you a speedy ~ 
recovery Nev. 2BZ has a three element beam 
on 6 and 144. 2ADS just about has the new 
shack completed. 2PQ putting out a solid sig- 
nal on 80 recently. One of the keenest boys on 
Institute affairs is Bill 2XT, makes frequent 
visits to the big smoke. 2CI has been ill of late, 
but OK again; very keen on recorded music. 
2AGD has v.f.o. completed, on 40 more often 
now. 2CN has a nice turret under way. 

2LV made a comeback with good quality 
phone. 2AGY QRL and inactive. 2ANA has a 
new insert in the N80 mike and quality is 
even better now. Both Norm and Bill 2AXM 
have their RA10 Rx’s converted for 20 metres. 
2TE busy building new home, gets on 20 and 
10 when able. 2PT also busy on building altera- 
tions. Up Maitland way 2XQ has just returned 
from a good holiday up the North West. 2AKP 
has a BC348 Rx and is very pleased with it. 
2DG is on 40 a fair bit now these days. 2ANU 
heard on 6, signals still OK these cold nights 
on that band. 2TY still working all bands. 2JZ 
seems to be only on 10 and does well with the 
DX despite the poor conditions. The South 
Africans are getting through OK on 10 and 
quite workable. 


WESTERN ZONE 


Very little activity to report for the past 
month. Power cuts and cold shacks seem to 
have depopulated the Ham bands. 3.5 Mc. shows 
signs of livening up, conditions excellent lately, 
no QRN and plenty of room in the band. 
N.b.f.m. seems to be solving the b.c.i. troubles 
of a lot of Hams on this band. V.h.f. doings 
at an all-time low, and nothing very startling 
to report from the DX bands. ee 
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Welcome visitors to the Western Zone were 
Crieff 2XO and XYL @ean. Orange has new 
Ham, 2AWY, who is ex-4WY. Welcome to this 
zone OM. 2XP only station heard from Dubbo 
area at all regularly. 2AXS considering n.b.f.m. 
to beat the b.c.i. 2AMV at Forbes mainly on 
10, makes a rare QSO on 7 Mc. 2WH been mak- 
ing the most of good conditions on 80 to swop 
fish tales with the coast-wise boys. 2ACU at 
Coonamble, putting out good signal on 7 Mc. 
and 3.5 Mc. 

2LZ has moved into first part of the house 
and still busy building, all set up but not 
operating much. 2EX has a new car, so doing 
the proper thing and taking YF about. 2HZ 
received his W.A.Z. certificate recently, takes it 
out and admires it about once a week, still 
driving nails furiously. Doonside Jack 2OF not 
heard much, but the rotary is in a different 
position every time it’s seen, so is possibly on 
20—maybe it is just the wind. 2AGN will be 
going to sea again soon and maybe heard from 
the Persian Gulf. 


SOUTH COAST AND SOUTHERN 


Activity in this zone for the month has been 
good and at long last we have managed to get 
afew stations together on 40 phone on Sunday 
mornings. Our first hook-up included 2BQ, 
2APP, 20W, 2DY, 2AMD and 2DO. The hook- 
up covered most of the areas in the zone, Peter 
24PP heard operating portable from Sydney 
using Command Tx and Rx, input of 4 watts; 
the home outfit is being made to work on all 
bands and a 42 foot tower is ready to accom- 
modate both 10 and 20 beams. 2BQ is engaged 
in tennis competitions during week-ends but 
manages the 40 zone hook-up; you should con- 
tact W5VV of Texas Jeff—W5VV_ represented 
U.S.A. in the Davis Cup in 1930 and visited 
Australia in 1933. 

Gordon 20W now sports 35 countries on c.w. 
and has been bitten very badly by the DX 
bug; 22 countries in one week is the best effort 
so far. 2AMD running low power, 6 watts to 
an exciter stage of his 20 rig is used on 40; 
Howard previously operated under a G call. 
Notice two new calls in the call sign columns 
of “A.R.”—2KK is in Liverpool and the other 
2ZN would be remembered as 2ADX. 2AFD 
is also listed as being at Wollongong. No doubt 
Col 2ASF who recently left the North Coast 
will be heard from his new QTH at Eden. Toby 
2AKY is experimenting with a Kollsman alti- 
meter and has calibrated it to read mean sea 
level, is interested to see whether there is any 


é 


tie up between band conditions and day-to-day 
variations of pressure. E 

2ALS changed cars again, QRL putting elbow 
grease and polish onto the job. Les 2PI sports 
32 countries, but has not been active in the 
last few weeks. We learn “that Jack 2QA, who 
held the position of Zone Officer in the North 
West, has retired from his position on the staff 
of the Elect. Dept. at Nyngan and will be leav- 
ing the town. Jack will spend a holiday at 
Tullamore and then visit many of the Hams 
down in southern N.S.W. His future QTH will 
be determined by his acceptance of a position 
that appeals to him—best of luck Jack. Every 
station taking part in the zone hook-up on 
Sunday mornings likes the idea. Everyone is 
wee. to join—time 1030, frequency about 

(oF 
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VICTORIA 


SOUTH WESTERN ZONE CONVENTION 


The South Western Zone Convention was held 
at Ballarat on 20th and 21st April. An excellent 
attendance of members and visitors resulted 
and all had a very pleasant time. Visitors first 
called at 3AMH for information and then visited 
some of the shacks. The first function was the 
Annual Meeting held at the R.S.L. Hall. The 
President 3ZU welcomed the visitors and every- 
one then gave their call sign, name and location. 

Election of office-bearers resulted in the 
following: President, 3ASV;_ Vice-Presidents, 
3AKE and 3ZU; Secretary and Treasurer, 3AMH; 
Committee, 3AGV, 3IC and 3AKR; Publicity 
Rep., 3AKR. 

It was decided that the next Convention would 
be held at Warrnambool on 20th and 21st Octo- 
ber. 3ZU is organising this so keep that week- 
end free chaps and let Frank know early if you 
are coming. The zone hook-up is still being 
held on 3.5 Mc., first Sunday in the month at 
2100 hours. 

The matter of the BC211 Frequency Meter 
was raised and it was stated that it was awaiting 
a 1 Ke. crystal and being held in Melbourne. 
3AKR donated the necessary crystal and we 
expect a rush of applicants for the secretarial 
position at the next elections. 3KV donated a 
trophy to the value of £5 for the member best 
serving his zone. Further details of this trophy 
will be available in due course. We then heard 
a few comments from 3FO regarding the mater- 
jal for the Sunday broadcasts. However, Col 


has our sympathy in this matter and everyone 
should make an effort to let Col have some 
details of our doings for inclusion. 

Those present at the meeting were: 3ASV, 
3AKR, 3IC, 3ADN, 3AJR, 3HG, 3GM, 3BE, 3ZL, 
3AKE, 3VL, 3US, 3HW, 3BI, 3GR, 3AGV, 3PS, 
3ALM, 3AVK, 3DS, 3VA, 2AHS, 3GS, 3AIM, 
3HK, 3AJI, 3RU, 3WQ, 3FO, 3KV, 3XD, 3AMB, 
3ALW, 3RT, Ron Wilkinson, E. Giddings, B. 
Lyons, L. Jackson, R. Warren and Ted Howlett. 

On Sunday 3ASV, 3BE and 3AMH took a 
Type 3 Mk. II. to Cambrian Hill and operated 
it for a hidden transmitter hunt. 3AKE and 
3AGV were the only two cars to find the trans- 
mitter and both did a good job. The official 
Dinner was held on Sunday and 59 sat down to 
a very pleasant rag-chew and meal. In _ the 
afternoon another transmitter hunt was held 
and more cars were entered on this occasion. 
The transmitter was operated by 3ASV, 3RT, 
3WN and 3AMH and hidden on the south-east 
shore of Lake Burrumbeet and a few natural 
hazards made detection difficult, namely an 
almost impassible road. 3AKR was the only 
entrant to find the transmitter and he might 
have been in the blitz-buggy if he had known 
what the country was like. Several chaps came 
very close to finding the transmitter but turned 
back when they saw the road, in fact one car 
had to be pushed out. 3AKE disgraced himself 
by misinterpreting a bearing and wandered off 
into the mulga. 

John 3AGD has a junior op now, which makes 
Leigh 3II a grand-dad. 3ADN still heard occa- 
sionally on 80, but not very active. Congratula- 
tions are also due to one of our associates, Tony 
Wilson, of Glenthompson, for his engagement to 
a very nice lass from the big smoke. Don’t let 
it put a stop to your c.w. practice Tony. No 
news from Warrnambool area this month, so 
what about it Frank? 3APG trying out a bit of 
s.s.s.c. on 40, also heard on 20. 3BU trying 
voice operated carrier, not quite right yet. 3ALG 
has erected an 80 metre doublet. 3AJT bagging 
the DX on 20 metres; has almost re-built his 
modulator, is going to re-build the final. 

3ABE gets on occasionally, heard working 
ZL2BE. 3WT put out a good signal on 40 on 
Anzac Day. 3ABK_ still silent, YL trouble I 
guess. 3IC has not been on much over. the past 
month. - 3AOL built up a new final. 


EASTERN ZONE 


Our portable field week-end of May 5-6 proved 
a great success, judging from remarks on the 
Sunday night hook-up. Full details of final 


To All Readers of ... 


CAMATEUR RADIO” 
GERARD & GOODMAN LID. 


192-196 RUNDLE STREET, ADELAIDE, S.A. 


Supply all the necessary Gear for enthusiastic Hams 


%* Power Transformers, Chokes 
%* Eddystone Receivers 


% Eddystone Short Wave Com- 
ponents 


* Belling and Lee Short Wave 
Components 


%* Mica and Ceramicon Condens. 


GERARD & GOODMAN prop. 


* LR.C. and ERIE Resistors 
* Microphones 

* Co-axial Cables 

% Chassis and Metal Cabinets 
* Valves—Dials 
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* University Meters and Test 
Equipment 
% Taylor Test Equipment 


% Recording and Play-Back 
Motors 


%* Gramophone Pick-ups 


* Also Rola and Goodman 
Speakers 


192-196 RUNDLE ST., 
ADELAIDE, S.A. 
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scores are not available at the time of writing, 
but it appears to be a toss up between 3ALA 
and 3RH for top place. 3SS and 3ALA operated 
from Lakes Entrance, 3QZ from (I think) Tyers 
and the rest of the gang were scattered far and 
wide. 35S has invented a new jaffle—the only 
ingredient omitted being soda bicarb.! 


3PR had a visit from 3FO and 3DY. No sign 
of the Sale boys lately. 3ABP busy with a new 
Rx. 3AEP still missing. 3AGF putting out a 
good solid signal. 3BB another back slider. 
Very sorry to learn that Mrs. 3WE is in hospital, 
and we hope she will soon be quite well again. 
3VL/US have moved into new residence in 
Leongatha. We hope that 3WQ will be able to 
arrange his holidays from VK5 to coincide with 
our zone convention in November. Good luck 
over there Charlie! 


Finally, a reminder to all and sundry, that 
this zone holds the hook-up every Sunday night 
on 3650 Ke., so please, gentlemen, park your 
Mowat some place else between 2000 and 2130 

ours. 


FAR NORTH WESTERN ZONE 


This month has been marked by an increase 
in activity. Sunday monnings we hear 3TI, 3GZ, 
3AFC and 2AHM pounding holes in the ether. 
Noel 3AUG very pleased with himself. The new 
20 metre beam is a working concern and from 
all accounts is doing a sterling job. Understand 
that the DX is mounting up and good reports 
being received from W. Noel is now busy with 
the Rx so we should be hearing him on 40 
metres soon. Chas 3TI very active building 
grid dip oscillators, frequency meters, and 
struggling with the Command Tx. Still’ Chas 
has been keeping in touch with 3WI on Sundays 
and passing on the news for the zone. Jim 


“Power 3AJP, of Merbein, busy getting gear 


assembled and should be on the air very shortly. 

No news from the Ouyen gang, guess Frank 
3FC hard at it with the bowls. Fred 3AFC heard 
on occasionally, but must have bad Rx and 
doesn’t answer calls from the Mildura gang. 
Harry 3MF tells me he is nearing the completion 
of his house reconstruction and will probably 
make a noise on the bands in the near future. 
3GZ has the TA12D working on two bands with 


“we about ten watts input. Max also has acquired 


an SCR522 which will be operating on 2 metres 
in the very near future. 3CI, who was at 
Merbein for-a few months, left the district as 
he was unable to find a suitable house. 


CENTRAL WESTERN ZONE 


The zone convention to be held at Ararat on 
Sunday, 16th September, is gradually taking 
shape. The main event will be a_ transmitter 
hunt in the afternoon on 3.5 Mc. A location is 
in mind which we hope will baffle the experts 
who sought the Tx at the Ballarat Convention. 
To those of you who missed at Ballarat, here 
is another chance to show your skill and give 
the Ballarat winners a licking. Our zone mem- 
bers who went to Ballarat seemed to think a 
carrier level indicator would be an advantage 
in the final stages. 

During the month the zone was graced with 
the presence of 4GZ on his once-a-decade visit 
to Stawell; Esmond is a c.w. expert on 14 Mc. 
There is an old saying that the bigger they are, 
the further they fall; one 3ARL was last seen 
leaving 3YW’s presence with the circuit of a 
reactance modulator, and the intention of swot- 
ting up on n.b.f.m. 3DP is working on a new 
receiver and has the intention of putting the 
s.s.b. transmitter on 14 Mc. I wonder why 
everybody hikes off to 14 Mc. with s.s.b. Heard 
our little friend 3XC after a long time; Willy is 
just the same and promises to get to Ararat 
complete with beard, nose and hat. 

There still seems, to be a large number of 
Hams who have never heard a single-sideband 
signal, and hence are in strife trying to receive 
it. The drill is this: A.v.c. off, r.f. gain back, 
centre the signal on the Rx dial, and then tune 
to zero beat with your local oscillator; to get 
clear speech you have to be within 10-15 cycles 
of the correct frequency, otherwise distortion 
results, although it is still readable up to 
about 100 cycles each side, also your local osc. 
must be stronger than the s.s.b. signal otherwise 
distortion through overmodulation occurs in 
the Rx. S.s.b. signals have high peak power; 
hence the direction to reduce the r.f. gain. 

It is nice to know that our Zone Presi- 
dent 3XU is progressing favourably after his 
serious accident and should be home before 
these notes appear. We all think of you Gor- 
don, and look forward to hearing your cheery 
voice once more in the near future. 

By the way, do you know there is a zone 
hook-up on Sunday, 10th June, 1000 hours, on 
approximately 7155 Kce.? 


GEELONG AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 


It was decided to cancel the meeting of the 
above club which was to have been held on 
25th April owing to it falling on Anzac Day. 
The night, which was to have been an exhibition 
of equipment, will be held over till May. 31C 
gave a talk on his BC348 receiver which he 
afterwards demonstrated. 
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NORTH EASTERN ZONE 


Had a few notes somewhere but appear to 
have lost same, so will rely on my correspond- 
ent from Yea, ‘other members please note!” 
Firstly, 3KR and 3YV_ are out to gain recog- 
nition for marathon QSO; three hours to be 
exact! Peter Williams visited Ken and got the 
good oil. Ron Gibb now on under call sign of 
3AQG; didn’t hear you on the hook-up Ron. 


Last hook-up was a marathon and I didn’t 
hear the answer to my question Ken. No nearer 
to where the next convention is to be held, 
Albury seems to be out. 83GD has nearly got 
his new QTH ready after a very long wait. 
3CI has a new converter for 2 metres working; 
Sid is off to Nagambie to live and Seymour to 
work. Haven’t heard 3ACK on recently, where 
are you John? 


Now fellows, if you want to work free from 
static, heterodynes, noise, etc., I advise you to 
migrate to 6 and 2 metres for that local and 
not so local QSO. I have plenty of news that 
I have gleaned from these two bands, but un- 
der pain of expulsion I am not at liberty to 
divulge. So if you want to find out the latest 
news build yourself some gear and populate 
this very interesting trouble-free noiseless band. 


3AGT awaiting xtal for 6 metres; hurry up 
Stan the boys may get tired of waiting. Andy 
3FD still making excuses for no modulation, 
must be nearly twelve months since the plant 
went in Andy. I am beginning to be able to 
read your c.w. so either your sending is im- 
proved or maybe it’s my receiving. Nothing 
from 3ACW, still gardening Chas? 


QUEENSLAND 


This month we are fortunate, through the 
good effort of our Country Representative (4UX) 
to have some news from country centres so I 
take back in part anything I may have said re 
lack of country news in last month’s issue. It 
is hoped that you country chaps will pass on 
any gossip to either your Country Representa- 
tive or the Zone Manager, whose call sign 
appears next to the respective zone notes. If 
you work 4UX, I am sure he would be glad 
to tell you of the AC3 and 4X4 he worked. 
(Incidentally Claude is back in Brisbane now— 
enjoyed his Longreach sojourn very much.) 


Now that Clare is working for a living, she 
is finding it increasingly difficult to listen on 
the Ham Bands to get news for her column. 
She has kindly offered her services as our 
Assistant Secretary which will be a great asset 
to our worthy over-worked Secretary. If we 
get larger crowds at our monthly meetings in 
future I will be suspecting that all the new- 
comers are not only interested in radio. Thanks 
Clare for a grand effort and let’s hope you are 
able to pass on some juicy news to me from 
time to time. Her father, 4NC, also is a regular 
attendant at our meetings. 


Bill 4WF has stolen a march on all the VK 
boys by getting the first certificate to be issued 
from Ecquador to VK for having worked all 
States in that Country. His impressive certifi- 
cate is number two, the number one having 
been issued to a ZL. I think I hear a few 
teeth gnashing around the select suburb of 
Wavell Heights; congratulations Bill. 


Although I was not at the last general meet- 
ing, 4FE was kind enough to call me to tell 
me that we had some distinguished visitors in 
the persons of 2AIO, 1HV and the XYL of 
3X0 are paying this sunny city a visit. VK1HV 
from Heard Island is on his way to Townsville 
where he will be heard under the call of 4HV. 
3XO’s XYL wishes to be remembered to all 
VK4s. That’s all the Brisbane news and now 
for some country notes. But first I wish to 
rectify a mis-print in the last notes. It is 4YA 
who has 9 watts and not 4KS, as stated. 


GYMPIE NEWS (FROM 4HZ) 


4RA has built himself a new v.f.o. which 
works f.b. and, although following the slow but 
sure pattern, a new final is also on the way. 
4XR was heard giving a VK3 a Spanish lesson 
on 7 Mc. At a later stage the VK3 was heard 
making good use of the lessons when working 
LUs and HCs, etc. 4XR’s two element beam on 
20 and folded dipole on 40 works f.b. 4LN has 
not been heard very much of late except that 
observers have noticed a three element beam 
pointing in various directions in Barry’s yard; 
must be beaming anyhow, Barry. 


4CR has been inactive except for a weekly 
sked with 2AMX; ’tis rumoured he is contem- 
plating abandoning gold fossicking in favour 
of growing strawberries. 4DB is very slowly 
re-building a second-hand utility and may be 
able to get a new rig out of the proceeds, we 
said may be. 4KT has been inactive. 4HZ now 
has a converter for 10 metres and has been hav- 
ing fun and games with a xtal insert. Trying 
to tame the r.f. we believe, anyhow Jim _ is 
convinced there is nothing like a carbon mike 


for 20 and 10 metre operation—to date he has 
no new antennae this year. 


BUNDABERG NEWS (FROM 4BJ) 


4UK has decided to give the Nation the use 
of his valuable services—is joining the R.A.A.F. 
Nice work Frank. Most likely the next we 
hear of you will be under some rare DX call. 
Judging by the number of antennae around 
4XJ’s shack, he must be planting them for a 
living. 4HE has been inactive. 


MARYBOROUGH ZONE (4BG) 


Arch 4CB is rattling up new countries on 20 
metre phone and works stations the local boys 
can’t hear; his antenna is a 66 ft. vertical. 4AI 
playing with photography for a change, but 
heard at times on 14 Mc. c.w. Chasing countries 
on 14 Me. c.w. is 4BG; Ron’s beam blew. down, 
and a folded dipole is doing a good job pending 
construction of a new beam. 4KG rarely heard, 
as he’s building a boat. Gordon 4GH gets on 
to 7 Mc. when he gets the time, and is always 
in the W.I.A. hook-up. On 14 Mc., early morn- 
ing operation is producing European contacts. 
W stations are back on during the afternoons, 
and after 2100 hours are dog piling as of yore. 


CLARE’S CORNER 


Have not heard 4N¥F on the air since the ar- 
rival of a second op.; has Cynthia given him 
the 866s as rattles Noel? 4HD, who has regular 
skeds with HCIFS in Ecquador, is at the moment 
experimenting with a Lazy H antenna; Max’s 
ambition is to work all HCls. As there is about 
thirty it would be quite an honour if you did 
Max. 4EL, usually a 20 metre c.w. man, heard 
working 10 metre phone of late. 

4KS doing quite a bit of operating on c.w. 
lately; guess Keith can’t find any new countries 
to work on phone. 4CF, who has recently ac- 
quired a motor bike (careful, Gil), contemplat- 
ing erecting a vee beam. While operating port- 
able from his caravan, 4FB had a number of 
nice contacts with 4VJ. Bill Wright, who you’ll 
remember as 4TU on the R.A.A.F. station at 
Townsville, now operating under the call sign 
VK5CN from Darwin. 


SOUTH AUSTRALIA 


The general meeting of the VK5 Division for 
April was held in the 5DN auditorium to a very 
representative gathering of members, and as 
the postal votes for Council members were to 
be counted, plus a wire recording of portion 
of the proceedings at the recent Convention to 
be played back, it was considered that there 
would be not enough time for a guest speaker 
to do justice to his subject. To assist any reader 
who may not be aware just what 5DN really 
is, I am happy to say that it is the first and 
foremost broadcasting station in the State, and 
also if you continue to read these notes in the 
future, you will see quite a number of refer- 
ences to such a fact, fate and the Editor being 
willing. 

When the votes for Council of the VK5 Div- 
ision were counted, it was found that no changes 
in last year’s Council were necessary, and with 
all respect to all who may think otherwise, the 
voting can only be interpreted to mean that the 
sitting Council has the confidence of members. 
Speaking with my tongue in my cheek, I must 
say that I agree with such an interpretation, as 
the VK5 Division has had a very successful 
year, and naturally the credit goes to those who 
are responsible for its policy. The reason for 
my tongue being in my cheek is because I am 
on the Council, and self praise is no recom- 
mendation. Best wishes to the Council for 1951 
and may they continue on with the good work. 

The replay of the wire from Federal Execu- 
tive was well received and all present seemed 
to take a genuine interest in the matters under 
discussion, in fact I was amazed at the unusual 
quietness that prevailed throughout the play- 
back, and can only assume that the Amateur 
today is more alive to the benefits which accrue 
to him from these Conventions than was his 
brother of pre-war days. Whoever was respon- 
sible for the idea of sending a wire to each 
Division at the end of Convention time, should 
take a bow. The VK5 delegates to the Conven- 
tion are to be congratulated on their efforts on 
our behalf and I think that all present were 
well satisfied with the outcome of the Conven- 
tion, although there were one or two very 
controversial items that did not go our way. 
Still, we live to fight again and possibly next 
year we might sneak them through, even if it 
means buying a filing cabinet and a typewriter 
to assist us! 

5FD has not been heard on as yet, but as 
John has bought himself a BC348 it should not 
be very long now. 5CH was not anxious to 
hand out any news this month because he wants 
to see just what the acting sub-editor had to 
say about him in last month’s magazine; Claude 
has built himself a new modulator in his spare 
time. 5TW has now had all his gear changed 
over to a.c. and by now will be on the air. 
5MS still continues to work any DX that might 
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be on 20 metres, but Stewart is still giving 
house-building first priority. 5KU has been 
heard on 20 metres, and from that it would 
appear that Erg’s new modulator is a success. 

5KB has just returned from holidays and it 
goes without saying that Peter will come on 
the air with renewed zest. 5CJ has been work- 
ing on some of the bugs in his 2 metre gear, 
with great success I might mention, and Colin 
is now able to get around to that long promised 
construction of a coaxial antenna. What did you 
think of the new sub-editor Col? Did he pay 
you as much as I do? 5WO at Laura is running 
20 watts to a Type 3; has an Eddystone 640, 
and a Zepp antenna, but very little DX, due 
to the competition from the 33000 mains, a flour 
mill bleacher across the road, and the rest of 
the things that are sent to try us. Austin tells 
me that a signal has to be S9 plus to even reach 
his Rx. 

I had the pleasure recently of meeting the 
charming daughter of Hal 54W and she endear- 
ed herself to me by saying that the passengers 
on the buses that pass my QTH were quite 
taken up with the view of me bending down 
whilst doing a little weeding in our front gar- 
den. I quietly told her that ‘there is a destiny 
that shapes our ends, rough-hew them as we 
will,’ but at the same time I intend to sit 
down in future when I do my weeding. 


Arch 5XK writes to say that fifty per cent. of 
the Hams on Kangaroo Island have left that 
island for the mainland, which is only another 
way of saying that Arch has left and that Bert 
5DR is the only one left behind. Inky 5WF 
was over that way on a business trip recently. 
Incidentally, I believe that there is a chance of 
Bert leaving the island as well, so if you want 
to work Kangaroo Island you had better 
hurry up. 

Received a batch of notes from 5BT on v.h.f. 
doings which I forwarded to my partner in 
crime, Clarrie. The notes arrived somewhat 
Jate for this month as they were sent to my 
old QTH, but better late than never, and the 
only thing that I was sorry for was that they 
were v.h.f. notes and therefore I could not 
use them. Many thanks OM. Advice received 
from 5CN (ex-5BW) at Darwin tells us that he 
will be simultaneously transmitting on 6 and 20 
metres and will welcome contacts with the gang 
down south and elsewhere. 

The VK5 notes are becoming well known, as 
a letter from W land has been received which, 
besides saying several nice things about the 
notes, also wanted to know just who the person 
named ‘Doc” is. Well that makes it very diffi- 
cult to answer. If I give my personal explan- 
ation as to just who ‘‘Doc” is, the Editor won’t 
print it because of the law of libel. If I write 
just what the average member thinks of ‘‘Doc”’, 
the Editor still won’t print it because there is 
not room enough in the magazine to print all 
the words of praise. Therefore I will com- 
promise by saying that he has a very talented 
wife who is a marvel at rearing household pets. 
Her latest masterpiece has been to cross a turtle 
with a tortoise and now she is offering all and 
sundry a new pet, to wit, a tortle. She is try- 
ing to talk me into having one of these tortles, 
but so far I have resisted all her sales talk. 


My heart-rending plea for some notes from 
the country brought along a very welcome letter 
from Brian 5CO, of Port Pirie. He tells me 
that Ham population of that town now consists 
of 5EN, 50D, 5KS and 5CO, and also a few 
of the local lads interested. 50D is using an 
Eddystone 640, a 100 watt transmitter, and a 
three element beam on 20 metres; Bob is well 
satisfied with the results. 5EN is using 100 
watts to a three element beam and a 12 tube 
Rx; Ern does a fair bit of portable work with 
various types of rigs that he has knocked up. 
5KS is temporarily off the air but has a new 
Tx nearly finished and also a 12 tube Rx to 
make adjustments to now and again. Ron 
spends most of his time with motor bikes, swim- 
ming, army parades, and several other sidelines 
which naturally does not leave much time for 
radio. 5CO two years ago did not know the 
difference between a resistor and a condenser, 
but due to his ambition and his cousin, 5WO 
of Laura, he made the grade. He works 20, 40, 
80 metre c.w. and phone although his main in- 
terest is 288 Mc. Very pleased to meet you 


CLASSIFIED ADS. 


Advertisements will be accepted under this 

heading from the trade, and/or others who are 

actively engaged in trading as a livelihood. 
Rate: 15/- per inch. 


WANTED TO BUY.—12 volt and 28 
volt input Dynamotors, particularly the 
Bendix types. Must be in good order. 
£1/10/- each. Hardinge Bros. Pty. Ltd., 
Horsham. 
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Brian, and many thanks for the welcome notes. 
Come again OM. 

5CE is getting along pretty well on 20 metre 
phone and it would seem that Mac is perman- 
ently domiciled on that band. 5GY was heard 
to say on twenty that this band would do him, 
so it seems that the 40 metre boys and the 
commercials on that band will miss Nobby very 
much. 

The voting on the wet or dry Xmas Social 
ended in a two vote win for the dry fraternity, 
and although it could be claimed that only a 
small number of members voted, nevertheless 
the wets had their opportunity, and the very 
debateable question is now settled for all time. 

Jack Elliott (ZL3CC) arrived in Adelaide on 
3rd May and spent some of his short time in 
the fair city of the south in visiting some of 
the boys in the various city and suburban dis- 
tricts. I unfortunately did not have the chance 
of meeting him, but reports reaching me indi- 
cated that he was a good scout. 5WR is the 
proud father of a bonny bouncing boy, and if 
half of what I heard him telling 5QI concerning 
the said harmonic is true, then the Ham fratern- 
ity is to gain a convert very early in life. 5JD 
has been co-opted to the Council as the v.h.f. 
representative, and all will agree that it is a 
good move. Jack and I sat next to each other 
at the last Council meeting, and billed and 
cooed all night. Of course this can’t last, but 
it is nice to see the lion and the lamb lay down 
together sometimes. It goes without saying that 
I am the lamb. 

Once again I am caught in a trap of my own 
making. I thought that if I could lure “Doc” 
Barbier into writing the notes for once during 
my holidays, he would make such a mess of it 
that he would have to hide his head in shame 
for the rest of his life. Well, you saw the re- 
sult of my foul scheme, not only did he write 
more than I, but he also wrote in a style 
that caused me to writhe in pure unadulterated 
jealousy. To cap it all, his wife, who is known 
to us all as ‘‘Tortles,” had the audacity to sug- 
gest that “Dot” was exaggerating when he 
described me as 5 feet 7 inches. What does she 
think I am, a man or a mouse. Now girls, 
come down off that table, I am quite harmless. 
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TASMANIA 


The monthly meeting for this Division was 
held on 2nd May at the Photographic Society 
Rooms, Liverpool St., the business being gen- 
eral. A lecture ably given by ‘Doc’ 7LL on 
“Electronics of the Brain’? was warmly received 
and the subject created a great deal of interest. 
Several new membership applications were pass- 
ed and from present indication a steady increase 
of new members have been maintained over the 
last few months. 

Amateur bands during April showed a steady 
improvement, particularly 7 Mc. with some 
good DX becoming evident. Interstate contacts 
especially between VK3 and VK2 became prom- 
inent with some very solid signals. Newcomer 
to this band heard during the month was 7SA. 
Charlie Armstrong is another one of these for- 
tunate chaps residing at our leading seaside 
resort Opossum Bay. Transmitter at present 
being used is a Type 3 Mk. II. although plans 
are well in hand for a 100 watter, which should 
be a great asset in our now over-crowded bands. 


Another local member to quit the city for 
the country is 7MY, who will be located in the 
Sandford area and will not be as active as in the 
past. Alan unfortunately has not been enjoy- 
ing the best of health of late, and we trust the 
new move will show a vast improvement in 
his general condition. A near neighbour is TYY 
residing at Pipe Clay Lagoon. Just recently 
from New Guinea, Bill so far has not been 
active since returning to the home State. Now 
quite a stranger to many, 7NC was seen attend- 
ing the last Institute meeting. Neville has not 
been active of late although, from the pile of 
QSL cards received, quite a lot of choice DX 
has been worked in recent months. 


A loss to this Division will be the transfer of 
7CM who has now been moved to Melbourne. 
Charlie, during the past seven years, has en- 
joyed the role of radio inspector for this State, 
and has helped greatly the fostering of goodwill 
throughout the Ham fraternity. Best of good 
wishes for the new position Charlie, and we 
trust we hear from you in the near future. 
Another member to ‘migrate to the mainland” 
will be 7JB who has not been active of late. 
Jack has been experiencing the worries of home 
building, although, from what can be gathered, 
a solid signal should soon be heard when the 
move is completed. 


Recent adjunct to the shack of 7KA is a 
National NC200 which, although lacking band- 
spread, performs remarkably well. Alterations 
to the shack are well under way and a really 
fine station should be the result. Bands at 
present worked are 7 and 14 Mc. and the Tx 


-runs approx. 80 watts. C.w. is used and Ken 


can be always heard working locals at 1900 
hours each day. Another to succumb to c.w. 


/ 


which caused a surprise at first is 78D who has 
been heard lately with f.b. signal. Don incident- 
ally is a new member of the Sig. Radio 7SR. 

Best buy for the month was that made by 
7SK which comprised a 200 watt Tx complete 
with modulation, power supplies, etc. Max must 
intend opening up in opposition to some of the 
“foreigners” on 7 Mc. 

A small quantity of disposal meters have been 
available, which was appreciated by all, and 
we trust further disposal equipment will be 
coming more readily available in the future. 
Number of locals are at present busily engaged 
in checking their gear in preparation for the 
forthcoming “R.D.’’ Contest. Every effort will 
have to be made so as our previous success in 
this Contest can be maintained. 


NORTHERN ZONE 


For our last meeting Mr. Alf Jorgenson, the 
District Hydro Engineer, gave a most interesting 
lecture on the development of hydro-electricity 
in Launceston. Bad luck we couldn’t hear the 
wire recording of the Easter Convention as it 
had to go to another State after Hobart had 
played it. 7RB was ready to play it back, but 
fate ordained otherwise. 

It was with deep regret that members heard 
last month that 7BQ had given up Ham Radio 
to engage in the hobby of pole-sitting. Fortun- 
ately rumour was proved a lying jade. It was 
not 7BQ who sat on top of 7BQ’s 40 metre 
antenna one night but an offsider who shinned 
up the pole to untangle a broken halyard. 

7RB is still busy with house building but 
manages to take an active interest in zone mat- 
ters, although his gear is now wrapped in 
cellophane and moth balls. Another who. is 
inactive at present is THY; Henry has moved 
into a new house and that and his new shop 
are taking up a lot of time. Remember Henry 
the R.D. Contest is not far away. 

Our new Secretary 7AM is still putting out a 
hefty signal on 144 Mc. Les is still waiting for 
someone to tell him how to rotate his beam in 
a simple manner. Welcome to 7GM who makes 
another member for the zone. Also the glad 
hand to associates Gordon Bonner and Graeme 
Nichols. We hope to see you regularly at the 
meetings chaps. 

Most of the activity in this zone has been 
on 144 Mc. Every night at 7.15 7BQ, 7LZ, TMC 
and 7AM run a network that rivals the ABC 
National network. They are always on the 
lookout for mainland contacts. 7MC now has 
his overtone oscillator working well, and 7LZ 
has conquered his converter. Henry Sullivan 
and Percy Crawford, two of our staunch asso- 
ciates, are still very much to the fore and take 
an active part in zone doings. 


HAMADS 


9d. per line, minimum 2/-. 


Advertisements under this heading will only be 
accepted from Institute Members who desire to 
dispose of equipment which is their own per- 
sonal property. Copy must be received by 8th of 
the month, and remittance must accompany 
advertisement, Calculation of cost is based on 
an average of six words a line. Dealers’ adver- 
tisements not accepted in this column. 


FOR SALE.—Hawkins Elect. Guide, 
10 volumes in new condition; modulator 
and power supply for TA12D transmit- 
ter, also SCR522 power supply. J. F. 
Anderson, Nullawarre, Victoria. 


FOR SALE.—20 m. half wave rotating 
beam aerial, 3 elements, 50 ft. high. In 
good order. Complete, £25. 41 Forsyth 
St., West Ryde, N.S.W. 


FOR SALE—109 Power Supply, 
£3/10/-. L. Wallbridge, Kulpara, South 
Australia. 


SURPLUS New Gear For Sale.—460 
and 1500 Ke. IF’s., 3/- ea.; Tubes: 
VT105 and 6SS7, 5/- ea.; 1235, 12A6, 
12SG7, 5/- ea.; VR136 and CV66, 10/- 
ea.; VT104s with socket, 25/- ea.; 832, 
£2; HK54, £3; HK254, £6. Postage 
extra. B. Falkenberg, Byaduk, Victoria. 


WANTED—Condenser gang, drive and 
dial for BC454 3-6 Mc. Receiver. De- 
tails to E. Manifold, 267. Jasper Road, 
McKinnon, Vic. 
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ELECTRONIC A & R ELECTRONIC 
A&R A&R 


rouremenr ‘[‘pansformers and Reactors revevest 


New stocks are new available of the following two types. These high tension transformers have already 
proved themselves as very popular among the “Ham” fraternity. Recently the secondary taps were 
increased, making these types more universal than before. Details are as follows:— 


Type Primary Sec. Volts per side DC Current TradePrice inc. tax 
PT1368-8 200, 220, 230, 240 ... 750, 1000, 1150, 1350, 1500 ... 250 Ma... £8/13/- 
PT1371-8 200, 220, 230, 240 . 500, 600, 750, 850, 1000 .. 300 Ma £7/0/10 


REMEMBER . .. GOOD TRANSFORMERS MAKE GOOD EQUIPMENT 


- A. & R. Products available from—Melbourne: Wm. Willis & Company, J. H. Magrath & Company, Homecrafts Pty. Ltd.; 
_ Adelaide: Gerard & Goodman Ltd.; Perth: A. J. Wyle Pty. Ltd.; Hobart: A. H. Gibson Electrical (Tas.) Pty. Ltd. 


A. & BR. Electronic Equipment Co. Pty. Ltd. 


378 ST. KILDA ROAD, MELBOURNE, S.C.1 Phones: MX 1159, MX 1150 


HAMS! HAMS! IT’S HERE! 


1951 EDITION 
RADIO AMATEURS HANDBOOK 


Published by American Radio Relay League. PRICE 33/6 and 1/2 Post. 


This Handbook is the standard manual of Amateur Radio Commun- 


ication and maintains the excellent standard of all previous editions. 


PURCHASE NOW—DON’T DELAY. Mail Orders by Return. 


McGill's Authorised Newsagency 


183-185 ELIZABETH STREET, MELBOURNE, C.1, VICTORIA. 
(The G.P.O. is opposite) Phones: M 1475-76-77 
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AK 
MELB 


SYD.: 


Aegis Triple Wave 
Coil Assembly Type 
K3 covers BC Band 
(550-1600 Ke.) and SW 


metres, 


Aegis Vibrator Units 
for every need. 614" 
x Beer x Ble, 


Midget Broadcast 

Coil Assembly Unit 

Type K6. Yar x 1447 
x 1-5/16"7 high. 


Aegis Loop. Aerials 

M17 or MI7A on oval 

canvas bakelite 
formers, 714" x d!, 


Aegis Tuning and 


Instrument Knobs. 
All sizes and types 
available. 


Aegis Intermediates— 
range of 27 types in- 
cluding 10.7 Megs. 
for FM. 


Aegis Ceramic Insul- 
ator—full range of 
stand off and feed 

through types. 


Aegis Broadcast 

Coils—full range of 

standard types plus 
special windings as re- 
quested. = 


Here are some typical examples 
from the comprehensive Aegis 
range, each one designed and 
made to exacting standards from 
first-grade materials. Quality is 
foremost. 


COMPONENTS 


GIS MANUFACTURING COMPANY PTy. LTD. 


Lawrence and Hanson Electrical Pty. Ltd.; Replacement Parts Pty. Ltd.; Vealls Electrical and Radio Pty. Ltd.; 
Homecrafts Pty. Ltd.; J. H. Magrath & Co.; John Martin Electrical and Radio Co.; Warburton Franki Ltd.; A. H. Gibson 
Elect. Pty. Ltd.; Motor Spares Ltd.; A. G. Healing Ltd.; Hartleys Ltd.; Aus. General Electric; Amal. Wireless A/asia Ltd. 


Jobn Martin Pty. Ltd.; Geo. Brown & Co. Pty. Ltd.; Fox & Macgillycuddy Ltd.; Aust. General Elect. Pty. Ltd.; 
Deminion Facters Pty. Ltd.; Homecrafts Pty. Ltd.; Radio Despatch Service; Davis Radio Co.; Elect. Parts Pty. Ltd.; 
Lawrence & Hanson Elect. Pty. Ltd. (Sydney and Newcastle); Martin D. Launay Pty. Ltd. (Sydney and Newcastle); 
Homecrafts (Newcastle); Bloch & Gerber Ltd.; Boyts Radio & Elect. 


ADEL.: Geo. Factor (Factory Rep.); Newton Maclaren Ltd.; A. G. Healing Ltd.; Harris, Scarfe Ltd.; Oliver J. Nilsen & Co. 


Ltd.; Gerard & Goodman Ltd.; Unebaun & Johnstone Ltd.; Radio Elect. Wholesalers Ltd.; Clarksons Ltd. 


PERTH: Nicholsons Ltd.; A. G. Wyle. 


BRIS.: 
TAS.: 


Chandlers Pty. Ltd.; B. Martin Pty. Ltd.; A. E. Harrold; Crouch & Connah Pty. Ltd. 


Lawrence & Hanson Elect. Pty. Ltd. (Hobart, Launceston); W. & G. Genders Pty. Ltd. (Hobart, Launceston, Burnie); 
Noyes Bros. Ltd. (Launceston); Homecrafts (Launceston, Hobart, Burnie); Gordon A. W. Wood (Launceston). 


Band 13-42 and 40-110 


o 


